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President’s Report

As the new STP President, I think that my first task in this missive should be to thank
Anne Ryan for the work she has done as our STP President this past year. Anne has
worked tirelessly with great attention to detail in her office as President. It has been a
year that has required extra attention on her part as President with our transition to a
new STP Executive Director and the prospect of our combined meeting with the
American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP) and American Society for
Veterinary Clinical Pathology (ASVCP) this October in Minneapolis. I look forward to
continuing to get advice from Anne as I serve as your President this coming year. Anne
passed the STP gavel to me at our recent Executive Committee (EC) meeting in Reston,
Virginia on June 17th. So yes, the transition has occurred!

Anne Ryan passes the STP gavel to Ken Schafer

Also, thanks to Pierre Tellier who has rotated off of the Executive Committee as Councilor. Pierre has
been wonderful to work with and has been kept very busy in his roles as EC liaison to the Membership
and Career Development and Outreach Committees. Also thanks to Robert Sills, who has rotated off of
the EC as our Past President. Robert has provided wise council, and we appreciate his contributions.
Welcome to Brad Bolon, President-Elect, and Doug Wolf, Councilor, to the STP Executive Committee.
Brad and Doug officially joined the EC at the June EC meeting. We look forward to their contributions to
the STP.

I hope to see everyone at our combined 2015 Annual Meeting with the ACVP and ASVCP. The focused
topic for the STP sessions will be “Pathology of the Skin.” This theme will be complemented by ACVP
sessions on diagnostic dermatopathology. Please keep your eye on the STP webpage, the Scope
Newsletter, and the 2X Objective for more information.

This past spring, the STP held a successful session at the American Society for Investigative Pathology
(ASIP) meeting in Boston, entitled “Air Pollution and Health Effects: Cognition, Neuropathology,
Cardiovascular, and Metabolic Disease—What You Ought to Know by Now!” The Environmental Toxicologic
Pathology Special Interest Group was also instrumental in formulating this session, which was co-chaired
by Elizabeth Galbreath and Jack Harkema. The next ASIP session will be in the spring of 2016 in San
Diego, which will focus on Aquatic Toxicology.

An important initiative undertaken this past year by the Scientific and Regulatory Policy Committee
(SRPC) was producing an STP response to the guidance on peer review published by the Organisation for
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Economic Co-operation and Development (OECD). This group effort, spearheaded by James Fikes,
compiled and balanced the perspectives of many stakeholders, including numerous STP members. The
resulting manuscript has been approved for release by the STP EC, and also has been endorsed by 13
other global societies of toxicologic pathology. This work already has been leveraged in France and will
be used in Japan later this summer. It can be found online.

In this edition of the President’s Message, I'd also like to highlight a few of our interactions with the
American College of Toxicology (ACT). As many of you know, there is an ongoing and successful course,
“Pathology for Nonpathologists,” conducted every other year by the ACT and STP. There is now a new
collaboration with ACT and British Society for Toxicological Pathologists (BSTP), with the “Pathology for
Nonpathologists” course being held for the first time in Europe. This year the course was July 6-8, 2015 in
Cambridge, England. Kevin McDorman and Marlon Rebelatto ably represented the STP in speaking on
Renal Pathology and Immunopathology, respectively. Alys Bradley and Visanthi Mowat, who are
members of both the BSTP and STP, discussed Neuropathology and Cardiovascular pathology, while BSTP
members Adam Hargreaves and Peter Clements lectured on hepatobiliary pathology and cardiovascular
pathology. I had the pleasure of representing the STP as the STP President and presented an introductory
talk on Pathology Principles and Practices. Thank you to Charles River Laboratories, MedImmune, and Vet
Path Services for covering the travel expenses of the STP speakers, and thanks to Tom Steinbach for
assisting in the development of this course.

As many of you may realize, we frequently do continuing education (CE) course swaps with the ACT. One
of the CE courses at our combined meeting this fall was originally presented at the ACT. It is “All Eyes
Focused on Ocular Toxicology and Pathology,” and will be co-chaired by Brian J. Christian and Margarita
Gruebbel. I look forward to attending that one myself. At the ACT meeting in Nevada this coming
November, a CE course originally put on at the 2014 STP Annual Meeting will be presented. The course
requested by ACT is “Fundamentals of Translational Neuroscience in Toxicologic Pathology: Optimizing the
Value of Animal Data for Human Risk Assessment,” which will be co-chaired by James Morrison and
Alok Sharma.

There have been two webinars the STP has co-sponsored with the ACT this past year: “Computational
Toxicology: A Useful Tool for Hazard Identification and Risk Assessment,” by Russell Naven (May 2015)
and “Juvenile Animal Studies: Regulatory and Industry Perspectives,” presented by Ikram Elayan and
LaRonda Morford (January 2015). I hope that many of you were able to benefit from these. Thanks to
Kathleen Funk for serving as our liaison to the ACT and keeping us apprised.

Susan Elmore, the Editor-in-Chief for our journal, Toxicologic Pathology, informs us that the 2014 impact
factor for our journal has gone up. The 2014 impact factor saw an 11% increase over 2013, increasing
from 1.923 to 2.137. The journal is now ranked 32/75 in Pathology and 51/87 in Toxicology. Thanks to
Susan, her staff, all the associate editors, and especially so many of the membership serving as authors
and reviewers of the many manuscripts submitted. I am confident in the continued success of the journal.

In case you wondered, there are five Special Interest Groups (SIGs) that are currently recognized by the
STP. These include interest groups for (in no special order, but of course they each want to be mentioned
first!) clinical pathology, neuropathology, cardiovascular pathology, environmental pathology, and
reproductive system pathology. All of these are open to all STP members (and without additional dues!).
To join, navigate to the “Communities” page of our ToxPathNet, click on the SIGs, click on any that you
are interested in, and, in the upper right corner, find the link to join. It is that simple. You'll be added to
the roster and can receive email notifications of SIG activities. These are grassroots organizations that
function due to the special interest that members have in these topics. These groups meet at each STP
Annual Meeting and provide a great forum for exchanging ideas and learning from each other. SIGs also
have the opportunity to propose CE courses for presentation at annual meetings; the STP course on
translational neuroscience mentioned above represents one such endeavor by the Neuropath SIG.

Mary had a little lamb, its fleece was white as... Hmmm does anyone actually read the President’s
Message? Stay tuned for items in my next President’s Message. Special surprises are forthcoming.

The STP is doing its best to be good stewards of members’ funds. The STP Investment Policy Statement
(IPS) was recently updated to move a greater percentage of funds into our Strategic Reserve (longer
term horizon) from our Operating Reserve (shorter term horizon). The Operating Reserve is
conservatively invested to protect principle, much like a household emergency fund. The Strategic
Reserve takes a little more risk with the intent of a little more reward. The revised IPS can be found in
the members-only section of the STP website. Thanks to the STP Secretary/Treasurer Rani Sellers for
spearheading this update.

Finally, the Speakers/Training Institution Program (STIP) Initiative is off and running. This project
matches veterinary pathology training programs with toxicologic pathologists willing to visit these
programs and helps defray the travel expenses of these volunteers. The visiting toxicologic pathologist
gives presentations to these schools in their areas of expertise. In addition to meeting the graduate
students and residents, such trips can also be a good outreach avenue to the veterinary school pathology
clubs during the same visit. Many thanks to Lyn Wancket and her helpers on the Career Development
and Outreach Committee (CDOC) that have done such a great job in getting this started. If you are
interested in volunteering, you may contact Lyn to be put on the list.

Sincerely,
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Kenneth A. Schafer
2015-2016 President, Society of Toxicologic Pathology

There'’s Still Time to Register for the 2015 ACVP/ASVCP/STP
Combined Annual Meeting!

Make plans to join your colleagues October 17-21 for the 2015 ACVP/ASVCP/STP Combined Annual
Meeting in Minneapolis, MN. Program Co-Chairs Dimitry Danilenko, Bob Dunstan, and Zbig Wojcinski,
and the 2015 Scientific Program Committee have coordinated with ACVP and ASVCP to plan an excellent
week of scientific sessions, CE courses, career development events, pre-and post-meeting workshops,
and other special events. You are encouraged to make hotel reservations as soon as possible to ensure
availability.

The preliminary agenda is available on the Annual Meeting website.

You are invited to attend the interactive pre-meeting NTP Satellite Symposium, “Pathology Potpourri”,
which will be held Saturday, October 17th. This free, all-day session will focus on presentation of
challenging lesions. (Registration is required)

Two optional half-day Continuing Education (CE) sessions will be offered on Saturday, thanks in no small
part to CE Chair Jessica Hoane and CE Co-Chair Emily Meseck. The courses are (CE1) “All Eyes Focused
on Ocular Toxicology and Pathology” and (CE2) “The Use of Pigs in Biomedical Research.”

Students and trainees can register at no cost for the Trainee Mixer on Saturday. The Opening Reception
will be held on Saturday evening in the Exhibit Hall, which is always an important part of our meeting.
The Exhibit Hall will be open Sunday, Monday morning, and Tuesday.

On Sunday, ACVP, ASVCP, and STP will present a Combined Career Development Session, “Visualizing
Pathology Data.” This will be an expansion (not a repeat!) of the IATP and STP co-sponsored session,
“Excel Tips and Tricks: Easy Ways to Quickly Visualize Your Pathology Data,” that was held during the
2014 STP Annual Meeting. STP and Industrial and Toxicologic Pathology Focused Scientific Session,
“Methodological Advancements in the Mammary Gland: New Insights for Detecting Mammary
Carcinogenesis,” will also take place Sunday morning. On Sunday evening, don’t miss the Combined ACVP
and STP Town Hall Meeting.

Monday’s program will begin with the ACVP, ASVCP, and STP Combined Plenary Session on Biomarkers.
Monday’s career development session, "Meet the Pathologists: A Discussion of Careers in Pathology,” will
be held in the early afternoon.

The first of four STP scientific sessions, “Functional Anatomy and Physiology of Skin,” will be held on
Sunday afternoon. “Pathology and Mechanisms of Skin Injury” will be held on Tuesday morning, and
“Models of Skin Disease” on Tuesday afternoon. The fourth STP scientific session, “Case Studies of
Cutaneous Toxicity, Direct and Systemic” will be held on Wednesday morning.

For information on things to see and do while in Minneapolis, visit the About Minneapolis page of the
Combined Annual Meeting website.

Annual Meeting News
Registration Desk Hours

The 2015 ACVP/ASVCP/STP Combined Annual Meeting Registration Desk will be located in Lobby B of the
Minneapolis Convention Center.

Friday, October 16 6:00 PM-8:00 PM
Saturday, October 17 7:00 AM-7:30 PM
Sunday, October 18 7:00 AM-5:00 PM
Monday, October 19 7:30 AM-1:30 PM
Tuesday, October 20 7:30 AM-5:00 PM
Wednesday, October 21 8:00 AM-1:00 PM
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Exhibiting Opportunities at the 2015 Combined Annual Meeting

We cordially invite scientific companies and organizations to exhibit during the 2015 ACVP/ASVCP/STP
Combined Annual Meeting. The Exhibit Hall will be located in the Minneapolis Convention Center and
provides a great venue for networking with an expected 1,200 attendees in fields related to Veterinary
Pathology and Toxicologic Pathology. To enhance the impact of the Exhibit Hall, the scientific poster
sessions will be held in the hall, along with a microscope area, silent auction, refreshment breaks, and
the Welcome Reception. The Exhibit Hall will be located next to the meeting Registration area. Exhibit
booths will be 10" x 10" at $1,495 for an in-line booth, $1,695 for a corner booth, and $750 for a nonprofit
booth. Dont miss this unique marketing opportunity! Visit the Exhibits webpage for up-to-date information
regarding exhibit dates, hours, and fees. The Exhibit Hall is over 60% sold! Reserve your booth today!

Toxicologic Pathology 2014 Best Paper Awards

Best Paper Award for Original Manuscript

Formation, Clearance, Deposition, Pathogenicity, and Identification of Biopharmaceutical-related
Immune Complexes: Review and Case Studies

Jennifer L. Rojko!, Mark G. Evans?, Shari A. Pricel, Bora Han?, Gary Waine3, Mark DeWitte#, Jill
Haynes3, Bruce Freimark®, Pauline Martin®, James T. Raymond1, Winston Evering?, Marlon C. Rebelatto?,
Emanuel Schenck’, and Christopher Horvath8

1Charles River Pathology Associates, Frederick, Maryland, USA, 2Pfizer, Inc., San Diego, California, USA,
3CSL Limited, Parkville, Melbourne, Australia, 4CSL Behring, King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, USA,
5Peregrine Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Tustin, California, USA, 6Janssen, Malvern, Pennsylvania, USA,
7MedImmune, Gaithersburg, Maryland, USA, 8bluebird bio, Cambridge, Massachusetts, USA

(Toxicol Pathol, 2014; 42(4): pp. 725-764, originally published online April 3, 2014)
Best Paper Award for Invited Review/Review

HIV Treatment and Associated Mitochondrial Pathology: Review of 25 Years of in Vitro, Animal,
and Human Studies

Kristian Gardner!, Peter A. Hall2, Patrick F. Chinnery!, and Brendan A. I. Paynel

nstitute of Genetic Medicine, Newcastle University, Newcastle-upon-Tyne, UK, 2pstraZeneca
Pharmaceuticals, Alderley Park, Macclesfield, Cheshire, UK

(Toxicol Pathol, 2014; 42(5): pp. 811-822, originally published online September 25, 2013)

2015 STP/TEPSS Award Winner
Monica Langley
Iowa State University

Preclinical Efficacy Testing of the Mitochondria-Targeted Antioxidant Mitoapocynin in the Transgenic
Mitopark Mouse Model of Chronic Dopaminergic Neurodegeneration

TEPSS President David Hutto presents the award to Monica Langley at the 2015 SOT Annual Meeting in
San Diego, CA

The STP/TEPSS Student Award was created to encourage students interested in research and/or careers
in the field of Toxicologic Pathology. This award is presented in collaboration with the Toxicologic and
Exploratory Pathology Specialty Section (TEPSS) of the Society of Toxicology (SOT).

Member News
In Memoriam
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A Tribute to Harris Mosher
Submitted by Charlotte Keenan

r l 4 Asa Harris Mosher, 78, of Salford Twp., Montgomery County, PA passed

; away at his residence on Wednesday, August 27, 2014 surrounded by his
loving family after a long illness. Harris was a multisport athlete at the
University of Delaware, graduating in 1958. Following graduation from
veterinary school at the University of Pennsylvania in 1962, Harris served in
the U.S. Army for two years and went on to obtain his doctorate in pathology
from the University of Connecticut in 1968. A fellow student and colleague,
Dr. Eberhard Karbe, reflected on his time there - “Harris Mosher and I were in a group of graduate
students in the Ph.D. program at the Department of Animal Diseases at the University of Connecticut in
Storrs, studying to become veterinary pathologists. ‘Mo’ was an active, easy going, and very friendly guy,
liked by everybody. We all studied very hard for the American College of Veterinary Pathologists board
exam and passed it. Over decades we stayed in contact across the Atlantic. Our friendship lasted 50
years and it was a pleasure to have known him.” After his PhD, Harris began a long and successful career
in preclinical development in the pharmaceutical industry. He started at Merck Research Laboratories and
in 1971 moved on to McNeil, a Johnson and Johnson (J&J) company that he would be with for the next 27
years, retiring in 1998. Dr. Charles Kircher was the first pathologist to join Harris in the department of
preclinical safety. “Harris maintained a steady and calm leadership through the challenges of growing
pathology into an outstanding department and managing his department through several company
mergers. Beyond his many scientific accomplishments at J& were his abilities to guide the professional
development of those around him. His colleagues remember him as a patient mentor and for his
graciousness in sharing accolades.” Dr. Dibakar Panigrahi, a pathologist with J&J, recalls knowing Harris
since early 1970s after the merger of McNeil Pharmaceutical with Johnson and Johnson. “Harris had a
nice working relationship with everyone in the department. Occasionally, he would invite his staff for a
weekend picnic at his farm in Pennsylvania. Everyone looked forward to the event. He was a nice person
and a good boss and will be missed.” As a pathologist joining this department in 1991, Dr. Charlotte
Keenan was impressed with the collegial environment that Harris fostered. “Harris promoted an
environment where the scientists responsible for the work were given the chance to present their data
but he was always there to offer support. Harris was also ahead of his time in support of work/life
balance. When asked about flexibility in taking care of sick children or other family obligations, he
unabashedly indicated it was no problem since he would occasionally be gone to herd his cattle home
when they managed to get out of their pasture. He was a wonderful man, pathologist, mentor and friend.”

Over the years, Harris was active in his professional organizations as well. He served on the certifying
examination committee for the American College of Veterinary Pathologists (ACVP) in the mid-1970s, a
significant amount of time and effort, as members of that organization well recognize. Dr. John
Shadduck, past-president and distinguished member of ACVP, worked with Harris on the exam committee
and remembers Harris being a diligent, conscientious member doing what “we needed to do to get the job
done.” Dr. Paul Hildebrandt met Harris through mutual colleagues at Merck and recalls that “Ace” Mosher
enjoyed both scientific and social interactions at professional meetings. He was one of the early members
and officers of the Society of Pharmacological and Environmental Pathologists, which later became the
Society of Toxicologic Pathology. Harris served on the Executive Council in 1975 and then as President in
1979.

When Harris was ready to retire from corporate life, one of his colleagues asked him what he was looking
forward to the most - and he promptly answered, “spending more time with my wife and family.” Those
closest to him knew that his family was the rock, the foundation upon which he relied.

Harris married his high school sweetheart, Margie Staub, in 1959. While Harris was in the Army and
pursuing his degree, he and Margie had three children: Timothy, Tamara and Matthew. In 1969, they
settled on a small farm in Pennsylvania. It was at this time that Harris was able to renew his interest in
agriculture as a part-time farmer, which he fully embraced following his retirement. He established one
of the most impressive Limousin cattle farms in the United States. His love of the land and farming was
evident in his active participation in the Farm Preservation Board of Montgomery County, PA, the North
American Limousin Foundation, and the Salford Twp. Zoning Hearing Board.

Harris cared deeply for his family. He had eight grandchildren and enjoyed taking trips with his family
and going to his grandchildren's many sporting events. A reflection from Colleen, his oldest grandchild -
“One thing that I can without a doubt say is that my cousins and I always remember my Grampi the same
way: in blue jeans and a white tee-shirt. He was always so simple. We never knew what he did or what
he accomplished, but he was always great to us just as our grandfather. He was the typical grandfather in
many ways. He always made ‘pull my finger' jokes and paid us each a dollar if we sat at the kids
Thanksgiving table long enough for the parents to enjoy themselves. While everyone else may have been
intimidated by his size and his intelligence, he always made us feel extremely loved. Because he was so
humble, we never quite knew what he really accomplished, but I am so extremely proud to be his
granddaughter. Being his first grandchild and only granddaughter, I had a special place in his heart. He
does in mine, and I know I speak for everyone in my family when I say that.”

Harris was a man of few words but had a powerful and loving impact on all who knew him. He will
be greatly missed by family, friends and colleagues. Those who wish to make a memorial
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contribution in Harris’ name may do so by contacting the Montgomery County Lands Trust, 690
Harleysville Pike, Lederach, PA 19450 or mclt.netlands.org.

STP News

New Members

e Olulanu Aina, Regeneron, Inc. (Tarrytown, NY)

¢ Njeh Bertrand, Bukovinian State Medical University (Chernivtsy, AL)

e Laura Black, University of Florida (Gainesville, FL)

¢ Ingrid Cornax, University of Minnesota Comparative Pathology Shared Resource (Falcon Heights, MN)
e Kevin Esch, Zoetis Animal Health (Kalamazoo, MI)

* Yusuke Kagawa, Seikagaku Corporation (Tokyo, Japan)

e Jessica Kendziorski, University of Cincinnati (Cincinnati, OH)

e Karyn O'Connell, Harvard Medical School (Southboro, MA)

e Vanessa Rabito, University of Tennessee (Knoxville, TN)

e Lisa Schmidt, Manitoba Agriculture Food and Rural Development (Winnipeg, Canada)
e Shiva Shanmukhappa, Cincinnati Children's Hospital Medical Center (Cincinnati, OH)
e Jodi Smith, Iowa State University (Ames, IA)

¢ Anastasios Vartholomaios, Pathology Consultation Practice (Thessaloniki, Greece)

e Fuyuan Wang, University of Minnesota (St. Paul, MN)

e John Wisler, Dart NeuroScience (San Diego, CA)
e Hong Yu, Medicilon Preclinical Research LLC (Shanghai, China)

Mark Cesta
Annual Symposium Committee

Dimitry Danilenko

2015 Scientific Program Planning Committee

Bob Dunstan

2015 Scientific Program Planning Committee

Zbigniew Wojcinski

2015 Scientific Program Planning Committee

Aaron Sargeant

Career Development and Outreach Committee

D. Reid Patterson
Fundraising Committee

Molly Boyle
Membership Committee

Lindsay Tomlinson
Scientific and Regulatory Policy

Anne Ryan
President
2014-2015

Pierre Tellier
Councilor
2012-2015

Nominations for 2016 STP Elections Requested

Each year, the Nominations Committee recommends a slate of candidates to fill vacancies in
the Executive Committee the following year. At least two candidates are recommended for
each vacancy; open positions this year are President-Elect, Treasurer-Elect, and one (1)
Councilor. In addition, members are encouraged to nominate candidates by petition. The STP
Bylaws outline the process for nominations by the membership. Nominations for next year’s
election will be opened to the membership at the STP business meeting to be held on
Tuesday, October 20, during the 2015 ACVP/ASVCP/STP Combined Annual Meeting.
Nominations from the membership will be accepted by the Secretary-Treasurer no later than
six months prior to the next scheduled annual meeting. These nominations shall consist of a
written endorsement supported by at least 5% of the active Full Membership to be placed on
the election ballot. With our current membership, approximately 50 Full Members must
endorse a candidate to place the member’s name on the ballot. The endorsement may consist
of written signatures or emails that are sent from the member’s email address of record with
STP to the initiator of the petition. Emails should clearly state the senders’ support for a
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specific nominee for a specific elected office. Nominations and all endorsements should be
received by December 26, 2015 to ensure eligibility for the 2016 election. For more
information, contact the STP Headquarters office.

STP Midwest Symposium 2015: Role of the Toxicologic
Pathologist in Immune Safety Evaluation

Plan to attend this day-long regional symposium on September 16, 2015 at Lilly Research
Laboratories in Indianapolis, IN. Registration is $30 for STP members and students; $40 for
non-members. Registration will close on September 10.

Visit the STP Meetings page for registration and hotel accommodation details, as well as
updated agenda and speaker information. Any questions may be directed to Dr. Sunish
Mohanan.

Committee News
Membership Committee Update

Submitted by Stacey Fossey and Kris Helke

The Membership Committee (MC) continues to actively support the Society through multiple areas of
focus, most importantly review of member applications but also through retention and annual symposium
promotion and recruitment. The total Society membership is currently 1,297 members, a 1% decrease
since the 2014 annual meeting. Currently, ~78% of members have Full membership, ~5% Associate
Membership, ~8% Student Membership, ~9% Emeritus Membership, and <1% Honorary Membership
(see Figure 1). Approximately 72% of members are from the Unites States and 28% are from other
countries, the top five of which are Japan, Canada, United Kingdom, France, and Switzerland.

We reviewed 101 applications since the 2014 Annual Meeting, comprised of 75 new member applicants
and 26 change of status requests. The committee recommended the following: 65 Full members, 22
Student members, 2 Associate members, and 11 Emeritus members. The EC accepted the MC
recommendation and voted to amend bylaws to include part-time students as student members.
Additionally, the MC worked with the EC to amend the membership application/renewal form to more
clearly define and confirm (on the member's behalf) the definition of Emeritus status.

Supplementing the quarterly review of new membership applications, the MC conducts an annual
Retention drive. Committee members reach out to members who have not yet paid their annual dues
from the previous year. This year, John Eighmy led this important effort. This year, we had a total of
207 members delinquent (about the same as the previous year) and our renewal rate was ~30% (slightly
higher than 2014). After the retention drive was completed, member feedback was compiled, discussed,
and presented to the EC. The most common response from delinquent members who committed to pay or
paid their dues was that they had forgotten to make payment and/or they were waiting for their company
to pay the dues. The most frequent factor mentioned by members who chose not to renew their dues was
that they had experienced a job or career change and that they were no longer in the field of toxicologic
pathology. Notifying delinquent student members was at times difficult due to incorrect contact
information after they had completed their training program.

Gopinath Palanisamy chaired the Annual Meeting Recruitment Subcommittee (AMRSC) with the goal to
promote the annual meeting and recruit new members from both the traditional toxicologic pathology
field and broader fields related to risk assessment. The team promoted the upcoming 2015
ACVP/ASVCP/STP Combined Annual Meeting in Minneapolis, MN through extensive outreach via social
media, professional websites, and newsletters. Veterinary, medical, pathology, and toxicology educational
and professional organizations in the Midwest region, nationally, and internationally were contacted.

The MC has expanded efforts to recruit and retain students. In collaboration with the Student Interaction
Subcommittee of the CDOC, the MC hosted an inaugural Student Mixer with mentor attendance at the
2014 Annual Meeting. Molly Boyle has continued this joint effort as a liaison with the CDOC to host a
Student Mixer at the combined meeting in October that will feature a book raffle and interaction with
mentors. The EC approved a CDOC/MC proposal to grant complimentary STP student membership in 2016
to students and trainees who attended the 2015 combined meeting. Finally, the MC, in conjunction with
the Internet Committee, is collaborating on blogs for ToxPathNet by providing membership demographic
data.

The STP MC capped off another active year by thanking outgoing members completing their service:
Sachin Bhusari, Suzanne Botts, Prathap Mahalingaiah, Isabelle Neyens, Gopinath Palanisamy, Carol
Thompson, Katsuhiko Yoshizawa, and Pierre Tellier (EC Liaison). Molly Boyle will serve as the
Immediate Past Chair for 2015-2016. New members welcomed to the committee are Muthafar Al-
Haddawi, Gary Cain, Branka Grubor, Victoria Laast, Michael Logan, Chandrassegar Saravanan,
Guarav Tyagi, and Doug Wolf (EC Liaison).
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Figure 1. Annual Number of Members by Membership Category
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Member Spotlight

Horseback Riding to Safety Assessment: An Interview with Noel Dybdal

by Brett Saladino

Where did you complete your veterinary and pathology training?

I did all of my training at UC Davis (also undergraduate and graduate school).

Did you always want to be a pathologist, or did a special person or event trigger your interest?

A Very Special Person, David Gribble, and also a
special environment, the UCD Path department,
triggered my interest.

As an undergraduate at UC Davis, I actively sought an
opportunity to work with a veterinary faculty member
to establish a relationship and, hopefully, gain support
for my intended eventual application to veterinary
school. I had worked in small animal clinics and for an
equine vet starting in high school and continued the
former throughout my undergraduate years, but I knew
I needed the vet school connection. It was serendipity
that I ended up with David and the UCD Path group. I
was a Physiology undergraduate with an interest in the
endocrine system, a lot of horse experience and intent
on going to veterinary school. David had a project with
horses that he was willing to allow me to participate on

Noel with Calvin and Dana Z

in return for undergraduate research credits, and the rest is history. One of the side benefits was
exposure to the residents, graduate students, and other faculty members, as David’s office and lab area
adjoined the resident common room and biopsy/histopath conference room. What really hooked me was
how passionate, stubborn, data-driven, and involved everyone got over their cases. I loved it.

Where do you work now and what are your main job responsibilities?
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I am Head of Safety Assessment Pathology at Genentech Research and Early Development in Safety
Assessment, Development Sciences in South San Francisco, CA. At this point, my main responsibility is to
make sure the pathology group is sized, resourced, understood and appreciated.

What is the most rewarding aspect of your career so far?

Having a holistic involvement and influence in study, project, and drug development program strategies.
The opportunity to work in an environment where pathologists are valued as, and expected to be, integral
members of project teams, as scientists, pathologists, and clinicians keeps the work fresh and
challenging. With the opportunity to be involved in program and study design and as the veterinarian on
drug development teams I also appreciate the ability to have a direct, tangible impact on the husbandry
parameters as well as the numbers of animals used in studies. And, importantly, seeing drugs I have
worked on make it to market and having friends and family who are benefitting from them.

What changes do you foresee in toxicologic pathology in the next 10 years?

I will go out on a ‘futurist’/aspirational limb here.... In Pharma, toxicologic pathologists will be leaders in
finding and implementing ways to improve predictivity, speed, and efficiency of drug development.
Comparative pathology/comparative medicine/One Health will be providing at least one path and will be
well-integrated in the drug development continuum. We will be less, even minimally, animal-centric and
in vivo study-driven for pharmacology and general toxicity assessments, and instead will be applying
knowledge of pathway biology and pathophysiology to develop accurate benefit:risk assessments based
on a balance of in silico, in vitro and targeted in vivo study data. Of course recognizing 10 years is not
enough to turn our traditional “ship” but hoping we will at least be nudging it along some similar path. ;-)

Tell us about your home life—Family, pets, or other animal friends?

I am married to Paul Lutes and we live in Davis. We have a wonderful fur
family including five dogs, five horses and three cats. The poochies are all
rescues and include: Elsa, a 14+ year old Irish/Border-ish Terrier cross; Hank,
a 14-ish Sheltie/Pom/Spitz-type cross; Ace, a 7 year old Doberman; Romeo, a
13 year old Corgi/Papillion-type cross; and Skippy, a 10 year old Toy Fox
Terrier. The horses include: Nettie, a 27 year old Appaloosa, now retired with a
pastern injury; Frog, a 21 year old NZ Tb gelding, now retired with a neurologic
injury; Dana Z, a 15 year old Zangersheide show jumper; Magnum, an 18 year
old medium Welsh pony hunter; and Geo Geo, a 15 year old Oldenburg
dressage horse. The kitties, of course, are also rescues, and include: Thelma
and Louise, 5 year old DSH litter sisters and Opossum, 5 year old DMH.

Backcountry

How old were you when you got your first horse?

I always loved horses. When I was young, I read horse
books and followed the racehorses form in the
newspaper. My father would sometimes take me to the
track to watch the horses in the mornings before school.
When I was 8, I asked for a lawnmower for my birthday
so I could start a lawn mowing business, and I also
groomed dogs to save money for horseback riding
lessons. By the time I was 12, I was fortunate to be
supporting my riding lessons as a working student for
my instructor, and I got my first horse when I was 13.
It's a lifelong addiction.

What are your hobbies and non-pathology interests?

Noel and Dana Z

Spending time with the horses (and dogs), including

horseback riding, principally show jumping; running

(slowly, I call it trudging actually), competing in half and

full marathon and longer road and trail ‘races’; gardening (particularly hardy perennials, California
natives, and butterfly/bird/insectary gardens); reading (mostly mysteries but also National Book Award
and Booker Prize winners, Roman history, etc.).

Is there a specific personal or professional accomplishment or achievement that you are
particularly proud of?

Professional - having been part of the teams that developed
Herceptin (and Perjeta and Kadcyla) and the FDA-approved
companion diagnostic tests, HercepTest (IHC) and HER FiSH test.

Can you share something that the other members would be
surprised to know about you?

I can't think of anything very surprising. Maybe this... I am a fan
and follower of the pro cycling grand tours (Giro d Italia, Tour de
France, and Vuelta) but not a cyclist myself (other than to ride
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around Davis on errands) - all thanks to Melissa Behr staying
with me one July many years ago!

The views expressed in this article are those of the interviewee and do
not necessarily represent the views of the Society of Toxicologic
Pathology.

The views expressed in this article are those of the interviewee and do
not necessarily represent the views of the Society of Toxicologic
Pathology.
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