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Highlights of the STP 
21st Annual Symposium

The Society of Toxicologic Pathology
held its 21st Annual Symposium in
Denver, Colorado in early June 2002.
Of the 482 attendees, 122 were from
outside of the U.S.  

Continuing Education Courses
The Continuation Education Courses
were held on Sunday, one day prior to
the beginning of the main symposium.
The theme of the morning session was
clinical pathology and its application in
preclinical toxicology. Dr. Robert Hall
addressed preanalytical variation, its
sources and control. Dr. Nancy Everds
discussed hematology to include
collection of numerical data,
instrumentation, and evaluation of
blood smears. Hemostasis and
fibrinolysis, and interpretation of
routine tests and special procedures

were discussed by Dr. Nathaniel
Collins. The importance of correlating
clinical chemistries with clinical
observations and anatomic findings
were addressed by Dr. David Honor.
The Course ended with a discussion of
the application and interpretation of the
standard urinalysis by Dr. Dana Walker.

Using the ‘omics’ to enhance safety
assessment was the continuing
education course of the afternoon. 
Dr. Hisham Hamadeh presented the
recent developments in microarray
evaluation in toxicology. The principles
of  toxicoproteomics were discussed by
Mike Kelly. Dr. Sandy Kennedy talked
about the pragmatic approach to
toxicoproteomics and its use in safety
evaluation. The session ended with a
presentation on an integrated approach
to metabonomics given by Dr. Bruce
Car.

Symposium Overview
The main symposium was lead off with
a keynote address by Dr. Bernard
Schwetz, Acting Principle Deputy
Commissioner, U.S. FDA. 

The focus of this year’s symposium was
non-rodent species in toxicologic
pathology. The sessions and issues
discussed were highlighted in the
Winter 2002 Scope and detailed in the
program book for the meeting. There
were four sessions spread over four
days. The sessions are summarized
below.

An overview of fundamental issues
related to the use of the dog in
toxicological pathology was presented
in session one. Emphasis was placed on
interfering factors related to data

FROM 
THE PRESIDENT
“Is toxicologic pathology in
trouble?”

One of the recurrent themes that
surfaced at the annual meeting in
Denver was the shortage of
toxicologic and veterinary
pathologists. Dr. Peg Miller,
President of the ACVP, visited the
Executive Committee meeting and
openly discussed her Society’s
concerns for the future of the
profession. Collectively, the ACVP
and the STP funded a survey last
year to see if a perceived shortage
of qualified pathologists is real.
Although the final report has not
been written, the bottom line is that
we are, collectively, in trouble.  

Even without the access to the final
survey results for reference, we
know that there are many unfilled
employment opportunities for
toxicologic pathologists. While this
may seem like good news for those
seeking jobs and looking for
competitive salaries, I think it is bad
news for the profession.  

The current (and growing) shortage
is the result of the convergence of
many factors. Most obvious as we
look around, is the graying of
toxicologic pathology. Let’s face it
— those who still have hair are
likely to have gray hair!
Pathologists who entered the
discipline in the 70s and 80s are
now approaching retirement in
substantial numbers. Deaths have
started to thin the ranks, too.

Another factor appears to be that
the supply of veterinarians who seek
advanced training in pathology has
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Honorary Membership in
the STP was given to 
Dr. Bernard Schwetz
during the Annual
Symposium this year in
Denver, Colorado. 
Dr. Schwetz is the Senior
Advisor for Science at the
Food and Drug
Administration and is a
Distinguished Scientist at
the University of
Maryland, College Park,
Maryland. He was the
Acting Principal Deputy
Commissioner of the U.S.
FDA from January 20, 2001, to
February 22, 2002. From September
1999 until January 2001, he served as
the Acting Deputy Commissioner of the
Agency. He has served as Senior
Advisor for Science since September
1999. He was Director of U.S. FDA’s
National Center for Toxicological
Research in Jefferson, Arkansas from
1993 to 1999. A Diplomate of the
American Board of Toxicology and
Honorary Diplomate of the American
Veterinary Epidemiology Society, Dr.
Schwetz was acting Director of the
Environmental Toxicology Program at
the National Institutes of Health’s
National Institute of Environmental
Health Sciences (NIEHS) in Research

Triangle Park,
North Carolina
before coming to
the FDA in 1993.
He was also the
Associate
Director of the
National
Toxicology
Program there.
Dr. Schwetz is an
elected member
of the National
Academy of
Sciences Institute
of Medicine and

is a member of the Society of
Toxicology (SOT) and the National
Capital Area Chapter of the SOT, the
American Veterinary Medical
Association, the Teratology Society, the
Behavioral Teratology Society, and the
Society of Toxicologic Pathology
(honorary). In addition to numerous
other awards during his career, Dr.
Schwetz received the U.S.
Government’s 1998 Meritorious
Executive Presidential Rank Award.  He
received the Distinguished Service
Award of the American College of
Toxicology in 2000 and the Merit
Award of the Society of Toxicology 
in 2002. 

HONORARY MEMBERSHIP GIVEN TO 
BERNARD A. SCHWETZ, D.V.M., PH.D.

been in decline over much of the 90s.
More recent graduates have pursued
careers in practice than ever before,
meeting the demands of the public for
companion and farm animal care. A
greater diversity of ‘non-traditional’
careers have come in to being, with
recent graduates opting for specialty,
discipline oriented training (oncology,
for example) or employment in the
government, rather than pursuing
protracted (and difficult) training in
pathology.

With a decline in the number of recent
graduates seeking pathology training,
there has also been a decline in the
availability of training programs and
training funds. Reductions in training
program manpower have occurred as
academic pathologists have either
moved to employment in industry or
have retired.

I had the opportunity to spend my free
afternoon in Denver with “the kids”
— the winners of our Travel Awards
and Student members. (Yes, we did
drink a lot of beer!) They gave me a
lot of good ideas on how to increase
the visibility and desirability of the
STP and toxicologic pathology in
general.  I listened, learned and intend
to act on their suggestions. 

Let me reiterate — in my view
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interpretation and study conduct. The
minipig as an alternative to the dog was
also discussed.

Issues related to the use of fish in
toxicologic pathology with discussions
of issues related to a variety of models
utilized for risk identification and
assessment were presented in session
two. The presentations included
susceptibility to toxicants with special
emphasis on interfering factors related
to data interpretation and study
conduct.

The third session discussed issues
related to the use of primates in
toxicologic pathology with emphases
on interfering factors related to data
interpretation and study conduct. The
marmoset as an alternative species was
discussed.

Regulatory perspectives on non-rodent
models which included a panel
discussion of regulatory questions
related to study designs, data
interpretation, and regulatory
perception of data derived from
toxicology studies in non-rodent
species composed the fourth and final
session.

TOWN HALL MEETING
The Town Hall Meeting was held
Monday night. The topic of the meeting
was the need and regulatory implication
of determining the cause of death in
toxicity and carcinogenicity studies. 
Dr. Colin Rousseaux chaired the
meeting. Other members of the panel
were Drs. Gary Long, Kevin Isaacs, and
John Finch. It was the opinion of the
panel that basic guidelines were needed
for addressing the cause of death in
toxicity studies.  Another individual
pointed out that it is our responsibilities
as pathologists to discuss the cause of
death. Another point made was that not
only is it the responsibility of the
pathologist to discuss the cause of death
in toxicology studies, he or she should
clearly state whether the cause of death
was compound-related. Furthermore, if
this is not addressed the reviewing
agency or others may determine the
cause of death, thus taking the
responsibility from those individuals
best able to perform this function, the
pathologist. It was also pointed out that
if the pathologist did not know the
cause of death, he or she should state
that the cause of death could not be
determined.

While the majority of the people at the
meeting address the cause of death in
toxicity studies, there was variation on
how it was done. Some members
present were concerned at having the
STP establish guideline covering the
cause of death. They were of the
opinion that this responsibility lies with
individual companies and should be
addressed in the company SOP’s. It was
decided to form a committee to review
and discuss the information gather at
this meeting, and to bring back
recommendation to the membership for
further review on how best to address
the cause of death. 

continued from page 1

21ST ANNUAL MEETING
FROM THE PRESIDENT
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toxicologic pathology is in trouble.
We supply a critical intellectual
resource to a broad constituency. We
are barely meeting all the demands
for our services. Can we continue to
grow as a Society and profession,
meeting all the current and any new
challenges, with fewer and fewer
pathologists? I doubt it.

OK. I am off the soap box. What are
your ideas? What do we need to do?
Let’s embrace this dialogue and
solve this problem.

In the next issue: Can money solve
this problem?

John Robertson V.M.D. Ph.D.

VA-MD Regional College of
Veterinary Medicine
Blacksburg, VA 24061

(540) 231-7666

STRATEGIC PLAN
In the Summer of 1999, the membership
was made aware of the activities of the
strategic planning committee to develop
a framework in which to move the
Society forward.  Through the hard work
of the membership as a whole, the
various committees and the Executive
Committee the majority of the goals
established at that time have been
achieved.   The Executive Committee
has asked Dr. Colin Rousseaux to
spearhead a course of action for the
collection of background information
and recommendations for
implementation of new goals and the
development of a new vision statement.  

Additional detail information about the
success of the previous strategic plan
and new vision statement will be
available on the Web site in September.  
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Meeting

Melinda Pomeroy receives 

Travel Award from Bob Maronpot.

Vincent (Shih-Hsien) Hsia receives
Travel Award from Bob Maronpot.

Marie Legare receives a Travel Award
and Honorable Mention Investigator
Award from Bob Maronpot.

Susan Elmore receives a Travel Awardand an Honorable Mention YoungInvestigator Award from Bob Maronpot.

John Robertson
receiving the
gavel from 
Bob Maronpot.

Ricardo Ochoa, Gerald G. Long, Peter Mann, John
Robertson, Stuart Levin, Bob Maronpot, Nancy Gillett.

June 2–6, 2002   

Michael Thibedeau receives Travel Award

and a 1st Place Young Investigator Award

as presented by Bob Maronpot.

Kevin McDorman receives 2nd Place
Young Investigator Award and is 
congratulated by Bob Maronpot.

2001–2002 Executive Council
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TRAVEL AWARDS
Marie Legare
Colorado State University, College
of Veterinary Medicine

Vincent (Shih-Hsuan) Hsiao
University of Illinois, College of
Veterinary Medicine

Melinda Pomeroy
Virginia-Maryland Regional College
of Veterinary Medicine

Susan Elmore
North Carolina State University,
College of Veterinary Medicine

Michael Thibodeau
University of Connecticut, 
School of Pharmacy

YOUNG
INVESTIGATOR
AWARDS
Michael Thibodeau
First Place

Vincent (Shih-Hsuan Hsiao)
Second Place

Susan Elmore
Honorable Mention

2002 ANNUAL SYMPOSIUM
SPONSORS
(as of May 6, 2002)

Special thanks to our STP 2002 Symposium Sponsors.
Symposium sponsors contribute to underwrite special
programs and activities at the 2002 Annual Symposium.

Attendee Totebags
Charles River Labs-Sierra and Pathology Associates

Attendee Message Center
Novartis

Young Investigator Award
Charles River Labs-Sierra and Pathology Associates

Attendee List
Pathology Data Solutions

Attendee Program Book
Olympus America Inc.

Attendee Continental Breakfasts
Experimental Pathology Laboratories

Student Travel Award
Eastman Kodak

Student Reception
Merck & Co.

General Support
Wyeth Research

Bristol-Myers Squibb Pharmaceutical Research
Instutute

Merck Research Laboratories
Schering-Plough Research Institute

Trestle Corporation
3-M

Triangle Pharmaceuticals 
Sanofi-Synthelabo

Special thanks to Abbott Laboratories for its 
generous sponsorship of the STP/Abbott 
Laboratories Training Grant Award.

2002 CORPORATE PARTNERS
(as of May 6, 2002)

Special thanks to our 2002 Partners. STP Corporate
Partners support Society programs and activities including
the Annual Symposium through educational grants and
membership dues.

Diamond Partner
Pfizer, Inc.
Platinum Partners
Wyeth Research 
Pharmacia

Silver Partners
Amgen, Inc.
Aventis
Schering-Plough Research Institute

Bronze Partners
Hoffman-LaRoche
Covance Laboratories

Industry Partners
Abbott Laboratories
Battelle Pacific Northwest
Biosafety Research Center
Coca-Cola Company
Eli Lilly & Co.
Lilly Research Laboratories
Novartis
R.W. Johnson Pharmaceutical Research Institute
Proctor & Gamble Companies
Sanofi-Synthelabo

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE 2002 STUDENT AWARD WINNERS
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SUMMARY OF
ALZHEIMER’S DISEASE 
PRESS RELEASE:

A study appearing in the current issue of
Toxicologic Pathology, the Journal of the
Society of Toxicologic Pathology, 
documents that dogs exposed to Mexico
City air pollution show early olfactory
and brain pathology similar to those seen
in Alzheimer’s Disease. The lead author
is Lilian Calderón-Garcidueñas, M.D.,
Ph.D. Co-authors on the Mexico City
study were: Hilda Acuña, Raquel García,
Norma Osnaya, Sylvia Monroy, Maria del
Rosario Tizapantzi and Anna Villarreal-
Calderón of the Instituto Nacional de
Pediatría in Mexico City; Biagio
Azzarelli, Indiana University at
Indianapolis, Todd M Gambling,
University of North Carolina, and Barry
Rewcastle, Foothills Hospital, Calgary,
Alberta, Canada. 

For the complete Press Release, see the
STP Web site.

EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
COMMITTEE
by George L. Foley

Last year council re-organized the
External Affairs Committee appointed a
new slate of liaisons and decreased the
number of liaisons/allied societies from
17 to 9. The liaisons have provided
written reports for each meeting of the
Executive Committee this past year as
well as several e-mail contacts on an as
need basis. Summaries of liaison
reports have been published in the
Society’s newsletters and full text
liaison reports are being posted on the
STP Web site. In addition, at council’s
suggestion, liaisons have had several
contacts with Regulatory Policy
Committee over the past year.

MEMBERSHIP
COMMITTEE
The STP membership stands at 832 as of
2002:

Membership Type Number

Associate Members 92  
International Associate Members 31  
Emeritus Members 24  
Honorary Members 2  
Full Members 481  
Student Members 12  
Corporate Members 190  
Total Membership 832

The role of the Membership Committee
of STP is to attract new members, to
evaluate applicants in accordance with
the goals stated by the EC, and to retain
current membership.  

The Membership Committee has three
main projects for the next year. First, we
are implementing an on-line membership
application to improve access to new
applicants.

Secondly, we are launching our Member-
get-a-Member campaign. As a member
of STP, if you are instrumental in getting
a new member to join our organization,
please ask that member to indicate your
name as their “recruiter” on the
application form. Twenty percent of your
registration fee to the next annual
meeting will be donated to the
Educational Fund. The member who
recruits the most new members will
receive recognition for their efforts to
help the STP grow. All members
(student, associate, full, board members,
honorary, and emeritus) are welcome to
join us in our Member-Get-A-Member
campaign.  

We are also upgrading our
communication with students, potential
new members, and applicants. To this
end, we are reviewing and revising all
current form letters. We will also
continue our outreach program to the
U.S. pathology training programs, and
hope to expand this program to include
pathology training programs worldwide.
The outreach program consists of
providing Toxicologic Pathology journal
subscriptions to pathology training
programs (via Taylor and Francis),
communication with the training director,
and communication with the students.

CE COMMITTEE
The Continuing Education Committee
(CEC) has been very active since its
creation by the Executive Council of
STP two years ago. The CEC has 
facilitated the development of 
education programs to enhance the
training of risk assessors at U.S. FDA,
U.S. EPA, and Health Canada. The goal
of these courses has been to introduce
these groups to Toxicologic Pathology
and help them to better understand and
interpret the pathology data presented
to them in submissions for approval
and regulation. Members of STP have
presented talks on general toxicologic
pathology, carcinogenesis, peer review,
and various organ systems including
the kidney, liver, hemolymphatic,
central nervous, and cardiovascular
systems. For the complete CE
Committee article, please visit
www.toxpath.org. If you would like to
participate in these opportunities please
contact Doug Wolf (wolf.doug@epa.gov)
with your willingness to participate and
the specific topic(s) you feel
sufficiently comfortable to present.

INTERNET COMMITTEE
The Internet Committee is in the
process of reviewing the design of the
STP Web site and providing a new look
to the site. The Internet Committee is
working with the Membership
Committee to move the membership
application process to on-line process.
Lynda Lanning the Senior Editor for
Scope has joined the Internet
Committee in a collaborative effort to
ensure that content of Scope articles
and Web postings are coordinated. 

A current listing of all the STP Committees 
and committee members 
is available on the STP Web site: 

www.toxpath.org



8

The mission of this committee is to
provide the STP Executive Council
(EC) with perspective on the scientific
and regulatory issues that are pivotal to
the practice of toxicologic pathology.
The SRPC, in accordance with the EC,
identifies current and future issues that
impact the practice of toxicologic
pathology and that may warrant action
by the Society. A full list of the current
committees and their status is available
at www.toxpath.org.

NOTES FROM THE
SCIENTIFIC AND
REGULATORY POLICY
COMMITTEE (SRPC)

BIKING THE 
WALKER RANCH TRAIL: 
MOSTLY A CRUISE

The adventure started with a quick check
of the web for bike shops in Denver. I
called a few on the mountain side of
town before finding Cutting Edge Sports
near Boulder. Knowing I could get good
bikes, I sent out the call for riders and
was pretty disappointed at the low
response, but a group finally developed. 

We drove west from Boulder and over
the first mountain, where we eventually
found the trail head. The Walker Ranch
Trail is a nine mile loop of singletrack
that descends perhaps a thousand feet
down to Boulder Creek, climbs a
thousand on the other side, and then of
course you have to get back.    

For the complete article, visit
www.toxpath.org.

For a listing
of upcoming
events visit

www.toxpath.org

STP will be utilizing the services of AIM, 

a full-service management and development

firm. AIM is a recognized leader in the field of 

professional management for a wide variety of 

scientific and health-related organizations.
Association Innovation
and Management, Inc.

STP has a new address.
Effective July 1, 2002

1767 Business Center Drive 
Suite 302 
Reston, Virginia 20190-5332

Tel: (703) 438-7508
Fax: (703) 438-3113
E-mail: stp@toxpath.org

Neil Allison Experimental Pathology Laboratories, Inc.
Jordi Aluma ICH
Brain Berridge Eli Lilly & Company
Karen Cimon Experimental Pathology Laboratories, Inc.
Richard Doughty Royal Veterinary College, London
Thomas Herbst Apptec Lab Services
Isao Narama Research Institute of Drug Safety     
Bernard Schwetz Food and Drug Administration
Rani Sellers Pharmacia Corp.  
Kazutoshi Tamura Bozo Research Center, Inc.

Welcome New Members

Toxicologic Pathology

The Official Publication of the
Society of Toxicologic Pathology

Editorial Office Address:

Dr. R. R. Maronpot 
Editor, Toxicologic Pathology
NIEHS MD B3-06
111 Alexander Drive
Research Triangle Park, NC 27709

Phone: (919) 541-4861
Fax: (919) 233-8105
E-mail: 
toxpathjournal@comcast.net

Brian Short, Andrew Borsanyi, Peter
Wadsworth, Jim Crissman, and Sivert
Bjorstrom on the Walker Ranch Trail
above Boulder.


