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New Career Course, Chicago Architecture River Cruise, Added to
Annual Meeting Events

An outstanding program and speakers have been planned on “Neuropathology,”
the theme of the STP/IFSTP 2010 Joint Symposium to be held June 20-24 at the
Chicago Marriott Downtown Magnificent Mile Hotel. An overview of the
Symposium and sessions are available in the Preliminary Program, which
provides details on speakers and sessions, as well as events offered throughout
the week, is now available. You are encouraged to make hotel reservations and
also to register for the meeting as soon as possible to ensure availability and to
take advantage of the pre-registration fee.

Career Development Workshop

“Managing Your Career in a Changing Environment” is the topic of a free half-day
Sunday morning workshop to be offered to attendees by the STP Career Outreach and
Continuing Education Committees. The workshop will provide interactive sessions
covering the challenges of managing one’s career as a toxicologic pathologist in
changing economic and scientific environments. Speakers will address how the
economic environment, particularly in the pharmaceutical industry, is likely to shape
future opportunities and how the changes in the science and practice of pathology and
drug development influence the performance expectations for a toxicologic pathologist.
Workshop details are posted on the Annual Meeting Web Site. You can register for this
course when you register for the meeting. If you have already registered for the
meeting, please send an e-mail to stp@toxpath.org and indicate your interest in adding this session.

Architecture River Cruise

STP will offer the popular Chicago Architecture Cruise on Tuesday afternoon (June 22),
which is a free afternoon for attendees. This narrated 90-minute boat cruise will
spotlight more than 50 significant buildings along the Chicago River. The tour will begin
at 1:30 PM at Michigan Avenue and Wacker, which is four blocks from the Marriott. You
can register for the tour ($30) when you register for the meeting. If you have already
registered for the meeting, please send an e-mail to stp@toxpath.org and indicate your
¥ interest in adding this session. The tour willl be included with no fee for spouse/quest
registrants who register by April 10, and on a space-available basis after that date.

STP Education Task Force Requests Member Input on Survey

Response needed by February 23

During strategic planning at the STP Annual Meeting in June 2009, a new strategic goal relating to
education was identified. * The STP will be a global leader in providing educational and career
development resources in toxicologic pathology” is the draft goal statement.

A n Education Task Force, chaired by President-Elect Wanda Haschek-Hock, was formed and charged
with developing and prioritizing objectives and strategies for meeting this new goal. The Task Force will
provide a final report to the Executive Committee in May. Task Force members are: Diane Creasy,
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Kathleen Funk, Keith Harris, Mark Hoenerhoff, Armando Irizarry, Binod Jacob, Kevin McDorman,
Thomas Rosol, Dan Rudmann, Sarah Tannehill-Gregg, and Brent Walling.

A survey link was sent to STP members by the task force on February 15. If you have not already
responded, you are asked to fill out the survey, which should take less than 10 minutes, by Tuesday,
February 23. Your response is extremely important and will help the task force prioritize current and
proposed STP educational activities.

Introduction to the Dutch Society of Toxicologic Pathology

Brief History

In 1979, the Netherlands Society of Toxicology was founded. A section for Toxicologic Pathology was
formed, which operates as the Dutch Society of Toxicologic Pathology (Dutch STP). It is still considered to
be a major advantage—especially in a small country—to work closely and under the umbrella of the
Netherlands Society of Toxicology. Today, the Dutch STP has 53 members, of whom 20 are Dutch board-
certified Toxicologic Pathologists.

Administration and Goals of the Dutch STP

Administration of the society is by a committee which includes a chairman and 3 other members.

The objectives of the Dutch STP include enhancing the knowledge of pathology in relation to toxicologic
changes in man and animals, continued education and training of toxicologic pathology trainees and
registered toxicologic pathologists, promoting international accreditation of Dutch toxicologic pathologists,
active participation and contribution to national and international guidelines in Toxicologic Pathology,
participation in the IFSTP (International Federation of Societies of Toxicologic Pathologists) and
collaboration with sister societies in other countries.

Education, accreditation and registration of Toxicologic Pathologists in the Netherlands

In 1987, a founding committee composed of several dedicated biomedical scientists from the Dutch STP
and the constituent societies (Dutch Society of Pathology or NVvP, and the Royal Veterinary Association of
the Netherlands or KNMvD) took the initiative for registration of laboratory animal and toxicologic
pathologists. In 1988, this resulted in the establishment of a Committee for Registration of Laboratory
Animal Pathologists (CRPTP), and the launch of a formal training program. To harmonize with the
internationally applied terminology, the accreditation system was later differentiated between "Laboratory
Animal Pathologists" and "Toxicologic Pathologists". Today, 20 practicing Toxicologic Pathologists are
registered in the Netherlands. The majority of them work at firms in the pharmaceutical industry and in
contract research laboratories, while a few are employed at universities and governmental institutes.

Toxicologic Pathology Training in the Netherlands

There are specific rules and regulations for the education/training, accreditation and
registration of toxicologic pathologists and laboratory animal pathologists in the Netherlands,
drafted by CRPTP and approved by NVvP and KNMvD. Although the registration is not a legal
qualification, it is regarded as a professional accreditation established by the appropriate
organizations, and it is essential for international acceptance of data and for GLP compliance.
Currently, specialists conducting Laboratory Animal / Toxicologic Pathology in the Netherlands
have a veterinary, medical or biological (generally toxicology and histomorphology)
background. Pathologists are expected to carry out complete pathological examination of all
aspects of laboratory animals, not just limited to certain organ systems or techniques.

In accordance with international requirements, acquisition of a DVM degree is preferred for
individuals who desire the training in toxicologic pathology. When a non-DVM or non-MD
applicant enrolls in this program, an assessment of the background is required to design a
supplementary program to ensure that core knowledge has been received. This is to be
proposed by the training supervisor (who is member of the CRPTP and staff member of the
Veterinary Faculty of the Utrecht University) and approved by the CRPTP. Such a program
may include a range of topics (embryology, anatomy, histology, cell biology, physiology,
biochemistry, immunology, genetics, pathophysiology, clinical chemistry, general pathology,
general toxicology, general microbiology, general pharmacology, organ-specific reaction
patterns/special pathology).

The didactic program requires at least four years, and includes both theoretical courses and
practical training. This covers general and special pathology, morphological techniques
(including theoretical background, necropsy techniques, microscopical techniques), infectious
diseases, microbiological and serological techniques, laboratory animal pathology (normal
histomorphology, spontaneous pathology, induced pathology (including animal models)),
laboratory animal science, clinical pathology and hematology, clinical observations, scientific
communication, toxicology, (chemical) carcinogenesis, statistical techniques,
reports/publications, laboratory animal models, development of vaccines and
pharmaceuticals, pathogenetic studies, and intervention of disease. Attendance of dedicated
courses (such as a 12-week histopathology course at the Department of Pathobiology of the
Faculty of Veterinary Medicine, Utrecht University ) is mandatory. The tutor must be a
laboratory animal pathologist or toxicologic pathologist registered with CRPTP for at least five
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years, and have adequate scientific, organizational and educational competence. The
candidate and the tutor prepare a progress report, and CRPTP conducts an annual interview
with the candidate, tutor and supervisor.

Registration or Accreditation of Toxicologic Pathologists in the Netherlands

After completing the 4-year training program, the candidate is registered as a specialist, if
the CRPTP (after consulting with the tutor and supervisor) determines that a satisfactory
standard has been met. An examination is not considered appropriate since there is close and
intensive supervision by the tutor, and CRPTP conducts an annual interview of the candidate's
progress during the program. Furthermore, CRPTP reviews each registrant’s career
development every 5 years and then decides whether or not to continue the registration,
based on a the record of professional activities and continuing education over the last 5
years. As a rule, at least 50% of a full-time equivalent should have been dedicated to
professional activities in the field of laboratory animal or toxicologic pathology if registration
is to be sustained. If the registered specialist fails the requirements for continuation of
registration, he/she will be registered as non-practicing. Renewal as a practicing specialist is
possible after consultation with the CRPTP and completion of a refresher training course.

Meetings and Activities

The Dutch STP has annually 3 to 4 slide conferences, which are organized together with the veterinary
section of the Dutch Society of Pathology. Slides of the cases are shared pre-meeting and the cases are
discussed at the meeting. Moreover, selected topic(s) are covered by invited speakers. The meetings are
held in Dutch.

There is also an Annual Scientific Meeting with the Dutch Society of Pathology. The focus of this two-day
conference is on some aspect of human pathology, but there is always a session on veterinary and
toxicological pathology.

Every 5 years, the Dutch STP is responsible for planning the scientific program of the one-day annual
meeting of the Netherlands Society of Toxicology. The next such meeting will be held in June 2010, and
our society is currently composing a program focusing on alternative non-rodent species in toxicological
pathology and reproductive toxicology (this meeting will be held in English; take a look at the Web site
for details in due time).

The members of the Dutch STP are informed on activities and meetings via the newsletters of the
Netherlands Society of Toxicology (published in Dutch). The annual report of the Dutch STP is published in
the same venue.

The Dutch STP Web site hosts "Have you seen this?" to feature interesting cases in toxicologic
pathology, with brief information about the case and images of histology. The Web site also lists selected
recent publications of the Society's members. If you would like to learn more about the Dutch STP, visit
the Web site.

For questions, please contact Jan-Peter Ploemen.

President’s Report

And what rough beast, its hour come round at last,
Slouches towards Bethlehem to be born?
- WB Yeats

And it’s Strange. Sure it's Strange. Beatnicks out to make it rich
Must be the Season of the Witch
- Donovan

The world does seem a bit tilted right now. As I write this, the East coast is digging out from
Snowmageddon and anticipating another major storm later in the week, while Seattle just completed its
warmest January in recorded history. As a matter of fact, we spent last weekend on our boat, anchored
in a quiet bay on Lake Washington, enjoying a bottle of wine, while friends in the East were renewing
their relationship with snow shovels. I realize that sounds a little over the top, but after years of listening
to people bashing Seattle’s weather “rains all the time”, what’s the point of gloating, if you can't use a
trowel? And the Saints won the Superbowl. Truly, the world is an interesting place to live.

Meanwhile in the somewhat smaller world of toxicologic pathology...

We have become aware that the FDA has plans afoot to change the definitions of raw data, as well as
mandating that peer reviews could only be done on finalized, signed pathology data. We feel that this
would add a tremendous amount of time to reporting, since any changes would require an amended
report, and fear that it would likely decrease the number of peer reviews that are undertaken. Since peer
review is one of the best methods available to improve the quality of pathology data and since the free-
flowing discussions of appropriate diagnoses could be significantly restricted by these proposed rules, we
have reached out to a number of stakeholders—the international societies of toxicologic pathology, the
Society of Toxicology, the Society of Quality Assurance, the American College of Toxicology and PhRMA to
present a united front opposed to the proposed changes. We are currently arranging a dialogue with the
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FDA to better understand the exact nature of the proposed rules, and to make our position clearly
understood. At this time, we are planning to devote the Town Hall meeting in Chicago to the subject of
international perspectives on Peer Review. We will keep our membership posted on any news in the area.

By now you have all had a chance to comment on the proposed Best Practices for Training Toxicologic
Pathologists document that is being prepared by the International Federation of Societies of Toxicologic
Pathologists (IFSTP). The IFSTP committee tasked with this chore is being led by STP member Brad Bolon.
He has attempted to outline a series of academic and work-related experiences that are necessary for
proficient performance that would satisfy both the members of STP as well as those of the IFSTP member
societies. It has not been an easy tightrope to walk, even for one as naturally graceful as Brad. It is
important to remember that the STP membership voted down the idea of accreditation by credential
review of documentation at our last meeting (and in the survey that followed). That is still our position,
and we have made it clear to the leadership of the IFSTP that the STP will not be a party to this flawed
method of accreditation. My personal sense is that this issue resembles Hydra—chop off one head and
three more spring up to do battle.

Lastly, the Education Task Force (headed by President-Elect Wanda Haschek-Hock is beginning to gain
momentum. They are meeting regularly, will soon issue a survey for the STP membership, and will then
begin to integrate the new aspects of the strategic goal of Education into the operations and committees
of the Society.

All three of these areas are important to the future of the Society, and will hopefully engender
considerable further dialogue on the part of the membership as well as the appropriate committees and
the Executive Committee before they become cast in stone.

And as for me—well it is already February, and I have completed 8 months of my year as El Presidente
(we changed the name of the office last year to honor Ricardo). It has gone by quickly, and it seems
there is still a lot left to do. The good news (for me) is that whatever is left gets dropped in Wanda'’s lap.
See you in Chicago.

Peter Mann
2009-2010 STP President

STP

News

STP 2010-2011 Election

Seven candidates have been nominated for positions on the 2010-2011 Executive Committee (EC) for the
term that begins in late June. Candidates are as follows: President-elect, Thomas M. Monticello, Laura
Dill Morton, Robert C. Sills; Secretary-Treasurer Elect, Glenn S. Elliot, Kenneth A. Schafer, and
Councilor: Dianne M. Creasy, Rani S. Sellers.

The President-elect serves for three years on the EC: the first year as President-elect; the second year as
President; and the third year as Past President. The Secretary-Treasurer Elect works with the Secretary-
Treasurer during the first year and is a non-voting member of the EC. He then serves as Secretary-
Treasurer for an additional three years. Councilors serve four year terms.

The ballot information and on-line link was e-mailed in mid-January to all voting (Full and Honorary)
members with a deadline for casting ballots of March 15. Paper ballots were sent to members without
email addresses. Election results will be posted on-line in late March and published in the Spring Scope
newsletter.

Volunteer to Serve on an STP Committee by March 1

STP needs member volunteers to serve on its committees and working groups in June 2010 and beyond
as many members of these committees will be rotating off this year after the June meeting in Chicago.
No experience is required for most committees, however, the ability to commit time and energy for
meetings and committee activities is very important. Terms are for two years with an option to be
appointed for a second two year term. Please consider volunteering for one or more STP leadership
positions. In addition to committees, you can also volunteer to serve on the Coalition Board of Governors
for two positions that begin in January 2011.

To volunteer, complete the short form by March 1. If you need more information about a specific
committee and its activities, please contact the committee chair. Volunteers will be contacted regarding
most committee assignments in April. Volunteers are also called upon throughout the year to serve on
various task forces.

2010 Student Speaker Award Recipient

We would like to congratulate Stacey L. Fossey, BS, DVM on winning the
2010 ACVP/STP Student Speaker Award. The Fourth Annual STP Student
Speaker Award competition occurred at the concurrent meetings of the ACVP
and ASVCP held at the Monterey Conference Center in Monterey, CA,
December 5-8, 2009. The oral presentations were evaluated by a panel of
judges composed of members of the Society of Toxicology Pathology and
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Virginie Allegret

Richard A.
Ascione

Michael C. Boyle

Sebastian
Brennan

Milagros (Millie)
D. Brookins

Leigh Ann Burns
Naas

Mary E. Carsillo

Christopher J.
Clarke

Rosalinda A. Doty

Amir N. Hamir

Kenneth S.
Latimer

Jacob Lesniak

Steven R. Mog

Sureshkumar
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American College of Veterinary Pathology. In addition to the valuable
experience gained by presenting at an national scientific meeting, the winner
of the fourth annual STP Student Speaker Award competition will receive
registration to the June 19-24, 2010, STP Annual Symposium to be held in
Chicago, IL, plus a $1,000 cash award to be used for lodging and travel.

M The Fifth Annual STP Student Speaker Award competition will occur at the
concurrent meetings of the ACVP and ASVCP to be held October 30-November
3, 2010, in Baltimore, MD. The oral presentations will be evaluated by a panel
of judges composed of members of the Society of Toxicology Pathology and American College of
Veterinary Pathology. In addition to the valuable experience gained by presenting at an national scientific
meeting, the winner of the fourth annual STP Student Speaker Award competition will receive registration
to the June 19-23, 2011, STP Annual Symposium to be held in Denver, CO, plus a $1,000 cash award to
be used for lodging and travel. Please encourage eligible trainees from your institution to apply for this
award via the ACVP Web site. Abstracts will be accepted on-line from May 1 through June 1, 2010. Please
see attached description for further award details.

January 2010 New Members

Company Name

Charles River Laboratories
Preclinical services

Adelphi University

NIEHS

Merck

UGA

Pfizer

Millennium: The Takeda Oncology
Company

Novartis Pharma

University of Illinois

M. D. Anderson Cancer Center

Covance Laboratories, Inc.

Regeneron Pharmaceuticals, Inc.

FDA-CFSAN

Massachusetts Institute of
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Muthupalani Technology

Ana Isabel Nieto Anapath

Allen Pierce Stryker Biotech

Joshua R. Powe Millennium: The Takeda Oncology
Company

Muriel J. Saulnier U.S. Food and Drug Administration

Jacqueline Genentech

Tarrant

Scott Trasti National University of Singapore

Bevin WIL Research

Zimmerman

For the Member-get-a-member campaign, the STP members cited as influential in the applicants’
decisions to apply for new membership include: Stephanie White-Hunt, Sabine Francke-Carroll, Mike
Goedken, Manu Sebastian, Lee Silverman, George Parke, Wanda Haschek-Hock, Dawn Goodman, David
Malarkey, and David Hutto.

Annual Meeting News

Free Sessions for Attendees

NTP Satellite Symposium
9:00 AM-4:30 PM
(Free Event; registration required)

Pathology Potpourri

Chair: Susan A. Elmore, MS, DVM, DACVP, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences, Research
Triangle Park, NC

This interactive symposium on interpreting pathology slides is sponsored by NTP and has become a
popular pre-meeting event for attendees. While it is free, registration is required due to space limitations.

The objective of this interactive symposium is to provide continuing education on interpreting pathology
slides, to generate lively and productive conversation, and to have a good time. This symposium will also
include presentations on proposed INHAND neuropathology. During each talk, the speakers will project a
series of images of lesions on one screen with a choice of diagnoses/answers on a separate screen. The
members of the audience will then vote using wireless keypads and the voting results will be projected on
a screen. After each voting session, time is allowed for discussion.

Career Development Workshop
Sunday, June 20, 2010

8:00 AM-12:00 NOON

(Free Event, registration required)

Managing Your Career in a Changing Environment
Presented by the STP Career Outreach and Continuing Education Committees

The workshop will provide interactive sessions covering the challenges of managing one’s career as a
toxicologic pathologist in changing economic and scientific environments. Specifically we plan to address
how the economic environment, particularly in the pharmaceutical industry, is likely to shape future
opportunities and how the changes in the science and practice of pathology and drug development
influence the performance expectations for a toxicologic pathologist. After this brief introduction, the
discussion will focus on how to anticipate and react to change, particularly those changes that require
changing employers. In those segments of the workshop, speakers will lead discussion on how to stay
current scientifically, and, should conditions require that you seek new employment, how to define
yourself so that your resume will be noticed and how to negotiate leaving a position. Speakers will also
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discuss how to deal with the mechanics of life (applying for unemployment, arranging for health
insurance) should termination become inevitable. During these discussions, speakers will be expected to
engage the audience to provide specific examples of how they have dealt with these issues.

Career Development Lunchtime Series
Monday, June 21, 2010

12:30 PM-1:30 PM

(Free, registration required)

The Value of a Research Degree to a Career as a Toxicologic Pathologist: The Debate Continues
Panelists and audience members will discuss this issue from a variety of angles, including topics such as:

Cost vs. reward in obtaining an additional advanced degree

Relevance of research to different toxicologic pathology careers

Are there skills you learn during grad school that you can't get any other way?
And many more!

Town Hall Meeting

Monday, June 21

5:30 PM-6:30 PM

The topic for this year’s facilitated discussion will be international perspectives on peer review. (Subject
to change)

Microscope and Digital Pathology Viewing Room

A Microscope and Digital Pathology Viewing Room will be available to attendees in the Exhibit Hall during
regular exhibit hours in Chicago.

Exhibit Booth Space Still Available in Chicago

Booth spaces can still be reserved in the Exhibit Hall, which in addition to showcasing products and
services relating to toxicologic pathology, will be the location for the Welcome Reception and a Monday
Lunch for all attendees. Visit the STP 2010 Annual Meeting Web site today or contact Maureen
Kettering to reserve a space.

The STP/IFSTP Joint Symposium will kick off with a reception in the Exhibit Hall at the Chicago Marriott
Downtown Magnificent Mile on Sunday evening, June 20. The reception will feature fully stocked cash
bars, with complimentary sodas and light snacks sponsored by STP/IFSTP. This event is also available as
a sponsorship opportunity. This can be a sole sponsorship (by one company) or it can be partially
sponsored by multiple companies.

An exhibitor-sponsored buffet luncheon in the Exhibit Hall will be offered for all attendees on Monday,
June 21. Continental breakfasts, and refreshment breaks throughout the week will be held in the hall. The
popular Internet Café, where attendees can check e-mail during exhibit hours, will be provided again this
year. Scientific poster sessions will also be held Sunday evening through Wednesday in the Exhibit Hall.

Annual meeting event sponsorship opportunities, including designated student events, are also available
to companies who are STP Exhibitors or STP Sponsors. For the first time this year, Annual Meeting hotel
key cards, flash drives, and eco-friendly meeting bags are available for sponsorship. Sponsors will be
selected by lottery if multiple companies are interested in a specific event or item.

Please visit STP 2010 Annual Meeting Web site or contact Maureen Kettering if your company would like
more information about exhibit space or sponsorship opportunities in Chicago.

Call for Abstracts

STP is pleased to invite pathologists, residents, and students to submit abstracts for poster presentation
at the STP/IFSTP 2010 Joint Symposium. Abstracts may be submitted on-line through March 1, 2010.
Contents of the poster presentations should pertain in some way to the field of toxicologic pathology but
are not limited to “classic” toxicity studies/issues technologies. Naturally occurring toxicities (including
poisonous plants), in any species as well as spontaneous and infectious diseases of species used in
toxicity studies are welcome as are mechanistic in vitro and molecularly-oriented studies. Studies in
alternative species such as fish are also encouraged.

Call for Awards
Student Travel Awards

Student Travel Awards are available to Graduate Students for participation in the Annual Symposium of
the Society of Toxicologic Pathology. Each of the students chosen will receive a $1,000 stipend to defray
travel, and lodging costs associated with attending the convention, complimentary meeting registration,
and complimentary student membership (for the following year). Recipients will be honored at an Awards
Ceremony prior to the Annual Business Meeting on Wednesday. To apply, submit an abstract on-line
(should be limited to 250 words) describing your original work involving clinical or experimental research
that relates to experimental or toxicologic pathology.
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For award applications and detailed instructions, please visit the STP 2010 Annual Meeting Web site.
Submit Abstracts on-line by March 1, 2010.
Young Investigator Awards

Young Investigator Awards (1st, $500; 2nd $250; 3rd, $100) are also presented at the STP meeting for
the top three student poster abstracts. When you submit an abstract on-line, please check the appropriate
box to indicate your interest in applying for the Young Investigator Award. Applicants will receive
instructions about the selection process and poster judging times via e-mail.

Charles Capen Student Travel Award

The Charles Capen Student Travel Award recognizes Dr. Charles Capen and his legacy as a researcher,
teacher, and mentor to the veterinary and toxicology pathology communities spanning more then four
decades. Dr. Capen was recognized worldwide as an exceptional leader in veterinary and biomedical
research. He was a highly regarded mentor to graduate students and postdoctoral scientists. His students
are now leaders throughout academia, government, and industry and have contributed significantly to his
reputation as an outstanding teacher and research mentor.

The International Academy of Toxicologic Pathology (IATP) funds an award in the amount of $750 USD
which can be used by the successful student for travel or registration costs to attend a conference of a
regional Society of Toxicologic Pathology.

The successful applicant will have demonstrated achievements in the field of toxicologic pathology
including but not limited to:

1. Research contributing to public safety as it relates to the adverse health effects of xenobiotics;
2. Establishing test methods and standards that enhance the field of toxicologic pathology; and/or
3. Developing new or novel uses of toxicologic pathology in safety research.

Nominations for this award shall be submitted to the IATP Executive Office. A committee appointed by
The Board of Directors of the IATP will determine the recipient by a majority vote. This will occur prior to
the meeting.

The application materials should include a resume (CV), a letter (no more than 2 pages) from the
applicant which describes how their work addresses any or all of the areas described above in 1-3, and a
letter (no more than 2 pages) from their advisor or mentor which explains the attributes of the student
and how they will contribute to the field of toxicologic pathology as a career path.

Committee News

Sponsorship Opportunities

The Fundraising Committee (Ricardo Ochoa, Chair; Wanda Haschek Hock, Co-Chair; Dan Morton; Stu
Levin; Curtis Colleton; Noel Dybdal, and Mark Mense) is in the process of contacting potential
Corporate Sponsors for 2010. It is through the support of STP sponsors that the Society is able to fund
Society programs, educational opportunities for our members, students, and others in the field of
toxicologic pathology and provide meaningful interactions with national and international regulatory
bodies. The Committee requests the support of all members to help solicit funds for the Society. A list of
sponsorship recognition levels is available at the STP Web site. If you have questions or would like a
sponsorship request package sent to you or your organization, please contact Sue Pitsch at (703) 438-
7508.

ACVP/STP Coalition Board News

On behalf of STP, thank you to Keith Harris (University of Georgia) and Pierre Tellier (Charles River
Laboratories) for their outstanding service on the Board of Governors of the ACVP/STP Coalition for
Veterinary Pathology Fellows. Dr. Harris joined the Board in 2007 and served as President from 2008-
2009. Dr. Tellier has been a member of the Board since 2006 and served as Treasurer from 2008-2009.

Curtis Colleton (Bristol-Myers Squibb) and Tom Rosol (The Ohio State University) have been appointed
by the Executive Committee to fill the two open seats for three year terms. Three other STP members
currently serving: Denzil Frost (Covance), Susan Elmore (NIEHS), and Anne Ryan (Pfizer) also
represent STP on the Board. For more information about the Coalition and its activities, visit
www.vetpathcoalition.org.

Wrinkled Section

She’s Got Small Intestine Eyes
Submitted by James W. Crissman

With Saint Valentine’s Day fast approaching, one’s thoughts turn naturally to
poetic ways to say "I love you” to one’s office mates, or maybe a way to say "I
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love the smell of your tuna sandwich in our cubicle.” Or perhaps you just need
to gush: “We share an office space so cramped that when you cut your
fingernails they fly into my keyboard, and, magically, I haven’t murdered you
yet.” Actually, in my domestic office the only regular annoyance besides the
phone is our cat Uno, who, when she wants attention, walks across my laptop
docking station and steps on the off button. Outside my office window is another
thing that agitates me: the nut case of squirrels that climb up the squirrel-proof
metal bird feeder hanger pole thingy to gorge on my bird seed and suet cake.
So I greased the pole the other day, and it now appears that the marauding
buggers are going to have to remember where they buried their own darn nuts.
Hah! But I think I said this column would be about love...

Big companies have sexual harassment rules nowadays that limit how much stalking, however well
meaning, a person can get away with, even if one is generally regarded as old and harmless. Actually,
the rule book says that even /ooking at someone too long is sexual harassment, no matter that you may
be wearing a T-shirt with a paragraph of fine print on your bosom that begs to be read closely. (Please
wait while I get my spectacles.) Now I admit that “Jimmy’s looking at me!” was probably sibling
harassment when I was five, but at almost sixty “just looking” is the naturopathic heart medicine I take
for its lack of painful side effects@not counting dope slaps from my wife. Anyway, Saint Valentine’s
Dayéand I love that he made Saintgoffers a unique excuse to bend the rules, maybe put on beer goggles
at lunch and return to work bursting with the spirit of togetherness.

In spite of all the new rules, there is one job in a typical tox lab that allows the lovelorn employee to
carpet bomb with salacious Valentines every single day. I'm sure I'm a victim and you may be one too.
I'm speaking of course of histotechnicians who habitually send me slides with rat tissues arranged as
facial expressions. The man with the adrenal eyes, splenic nose, and pancreatic moustache is clearly a
pervert and I can ignore him. Not so the girl with the googly small intestinal eyes, the petite round rectal
nose, and the openly suggestive cecal smile. The come-hither jejunal wink, the half-lidded ileal leer she
does under that skanky Peyer’s patch blue eye shadowéthese overt mating signals go way over the line.
Plus, I strain to interpret expressions that shift with the subtle lift and tilt of a mesenteric lymph node
eyebrow from surprise, to delight, to “Why don’t you come up and see me some time, big boy?” It's a
wonder I get anything done at all. Am I over-reading these slides? I don't think so. Love is in the air—
along with a faint whiff of lubricant on the pole in my backyard. Birds are dancing on it. Even my
microscope is turned on.

Member Spotlight

An Interview with Tanja Zabka
By Gaurav Tyagi

Please tell us about your career path.

I earned my bachelor’s degree from Princeton University majoring in
Ecology and Evolutionary Biology with a pre-medical focus. During this
time, I was deciding between careers in veterinary medicine or
marine biology (PhD) with the intent to work in marine environmental
studies and environmental law. To aid this decision, I spent a term at
James Cook University, Queensland, Australia, to interact with great
marine studies professors and explore academic careers in marine
sciences. I ended up choosing veterinary medicine because it gave me
a broader platform from which to move forward.

I did my veterinary medical training at the University of Georgia, Athens, GA (UGA). While a student
there, I was a research assistant at the U.S. Navy Marine Mammal Program, San Diego, CA working with
bottlenose dolphins and at the Australian Marine Mammal Research Centre, Taronga Zoo, Sydney,
Australia studying crabeater seals.

After graduation, I was an intern in small animal medicine and surgery at the Veterinary Specialty
Hospital, Rancho Santa Fe, CA. Finally, I completed two years of a anatomic pathology residency in the
zoo and wildlife program at the University of California - Davis, CA followed by another year with the
Zoological Society of San Diego, CA.

My first post-graduate position was at the Wildlife Health Center, UC Davis, as a diagnostic pathologist
and research scientist for The Marine Mammal Center, Sausalito, CA and Marine Wildlife Veterinary Care
and Research Center, California Dept. Fish and Game, Santa Cruz, CA. My research focused on domoic-
acid associated brain, heart and reproductive pathology in California sea lions and other marine species.
After two years, funding challenges and the desire to learn more advanced pathology techniques changed
my focus to toxicologic pathology, I moved to Roche Pharmaceuticals (first at Palo Alto, CA and then in
Nutley, NJ), where I am now a Senior Veterinary Pathologist supporting both regulatory and
discovery/research projects.

How did you get interested in zoo/wildlife pathology?
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I have always had a strong affinity for the aquatic environment, and in college I realized that
understanding and maintaining this ecosystem is pivotal to sustaining our planet. I also have always had
a strong interest in comparative anatomy, physiology, behavioral ecology and environmental law as well
as hands-on work. When I was introduced to pathology in veterinary school, I had an immediate
connection. Additionally, the pathology department at UGA had a very talented, intelligent and nurturing
staff who always seemed content in their work. Working with pathologists at Southeastern Cooperative
Wildlife Disease Study (UGA) bolstered my interest in a wildlife pathology career.

From working in marine wildlife diagnostic pathology and research to studying drug-related
changes in laboratory animals is a huge shift. Please tell us about your experience as you adjusted
to toxicologic pathology.

The greatest adaptation was understanding how to apply pathology in a regulatory environment, where
word choice is so critical in conveying an accurate message to the regulatory agencies. The less
regimented discovery pathology environment is much more like my former academic career, but much
easier in terms of using models with controls, having ready access to new technology, having species-
specific assays and historical information available in many cases. And, of course, the animals are now
usually smaller and easier to handle!

What are your primary pathology investigative/specialty interests?

These seem to change over time, but I have strong interests in the nervous and cardiovascular systems.
Currently, I am actively involved in new biomarker development, especially for the kidney and skeletal
muscle, as well as in the application of imaging modalities to regulatory (safety) and discovery pathology
projects.

Where do you see the field of toxicologic pathology headed in the next 5 to 10 years?

There is the need to increase our input into quantification methods and molecular-based methods while
still being able to use routine histology and knowledge of normal biology and disease within the whole
living system to maintain perspective on the more specialized techniques. I am concerned, however, that
the desire to become more involved in new technologies and advancements will lessen the intensity with
which new pathologists initially and continually learn the broader solid foundation of general pathology,
even though this foundation always will be the reference for identifying and understanding the basis of
normal health and disease.

Your formula to balance work and life?

Ha! I am still working on this one. In general, I strive to give more than I take from life. If I can maintain
this balance, then I am satisfied.

You have mentioned soccer as one of your hobbies. When did you start playing soccer? How often
do you play?

I started playing soccer in middle school and continued through high school, where I was co-captain of
our team. In college, I was focused on spring board diving, and so soccer was relegated to sporadic pick-
up games in the off-season. In veterinary school, I also played pick-up games on weekends. It was
especially fun, because most of the players barely spoke English, so communication was a series of
whistles and claps and body gestures. When I moved to San Francisco, I started a team for the upper
level in a recreational league, and through this met some of my best friends to this day. Then I moved to
NYC last spring, and through the team in SF was placed in contact with a team in NYC, and again it has
introduced me to some great folks. As for ultimate Frisbee, I just ask friends to show-up on Tuesday
nights during the warmer months to play pick-up games and then BBQ at my apartment - great work-out
and fun. So we will start this again in the spring.

Soccer is a rough game. Do you get injured often?

Well that happens to be the running joke on my teams from San Francisco and New York — I seem to be a
running target, as I have a special affinity for incurring injuries (but always minor).

Please tell us about your other interest, playing piano.

I have been playing since about age 13. While moving around schools for veterinary training, I always
had an upright piano in tow (not a good way to keep friends when you constantly move). Finally, in SF, I
replaced it with a much more practical key board that still has a similar feel to the keyboard of a piano
(but never the same). I play for myself, and likely should play more often, as it is quite relaxing and
removes your brain from the world for awhile.

What kind of music do you like to play? Do you have a favorite composer?
I play mostly classical music. Chopin is my favorite composer. I dabble in a little classic rock as well.
What do you do in your free time ?

I try to mix it up between recreational sports (soccer rec league, volleyball rec league or pick-up,
ultimate frisbee pick-up, flag football rec league), outdoor activities (hiking, skiing), socializing (dancing,
wine tasting, and such), culture (mostly music - jazz/blues, piano and modern bands; natural history
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museum and space center are two favorites in NYC; and local art galleries), and as much as possible,
travel to more remote destinations and for scuba diving.

Just for fun: Is there something you would like to mention to the member community that they
would be surprised to know about you

Throughout high school and college, I was a lifeguard on the beaches of Harriman State Park, Seven
Lakes, NY. It was a fun and rewarding experience, but also challenging in that not only did we respond to
water emergencies, but also to road accidents as we were the only emergency medical responders within
45 minutes. So we were exposed to some fairly intense medical situations.
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