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Register Today to Attend the Annual Meeting in Denver—June 19-

23

New Career Courses, STP Tuesday Afternoon Optional Tours Added

Don’t miss the STP 30th Annual Symposium, where we will also

commemorate the 40th anniversary of the founding of the Society in Society to
1971. You are encouraged to make hotel reservations and to register for Commemorate
the meeting as soon as possible to ensure availability and to take

advantage of the Pre-registration fee. An STP history poster and photos _40th )
will be displayed at the meeting and all member attendees will receive Anniversary in
commemorative 40-year STP pins. Denver

Toxicologic Pathology and the Immune System

Program Co-chairs, Susan ElImore, Jerry Ward, and Pat Haley, and the
Program Committee have planned an outstanding week of sessions
relating to one of the more complex and challenging arenas of toxicologic
inquiry and regulatory concern. An overview of the Symposium and
sessions, which provides details on speakers and sessions, as well as
events offered throughout the week, this information is now available on
the STP 2011 Annual Meeting Web site.

The interactive pre-meeting, NTP Satellite Symposium, “Pathology
Potpourri” (Susan Elmore, Chair), will be held all day Saturday, June 18.
“Pathology Potpourri” will focus on presentation of challenging lesions and

will also include a presentation on the proposed INHAND lymphoid nomenclature.

STP attendees will
have an opportunity
to honor the
Society’s founders
and original
members at the
2011 Denver Annual
Meeting as STP
celebrates the 40th
anniversary of its
formation in 1971.

Four optional half-day continuing education (CE) sessions and a career development workshop will be
offered on Sunday before the general sessions begin. The CE sessions are: Interacting with Regulatory
Authorities: What to Do and What Not to Do; Biomarker Discovery, Qualification, and Application in Drug
Development: What's New and What You Need to Know; Ultrastructural Analysis and Toxicologic
Pathology; and Histopathology of the Rodent Lymphoid and Hematopoietic Systems. There is no extra fee
to attend the career development offering: Leaving the Rat Race: Consulting as a Career Choice in

Toxicologic Pathology.

The Hyatt Regency Denver is the Headquarters hotel of the STP 2011 Annual Meeting. This Four-Diamond
Denver hotel is in an ideal Downtown location near arts, entertainment, sports, restaurants and shopping.
The hotel is just steps away from the 16th Street Mall—Denver’s hub of shopping, dining, and
entertainment that stretches for 16 blocks in the heart of the Mile High City’s downtown.

June is a wonderful time to enjoy Denver’s blue skies and mountain views and Tuesday will again be a
free afternoon for attendees, which gives you some free time to explore Denver and the surrounding
areas (See related articles on Optional Tours and Member Organized Outings.). If you are interested in
exploring on your own time, we recommend checking out www.denver.org for activity options.

The

Education Committee Plans One-Day Regional Meetings

The education committees have been very active towards fulfilling our goal of increasing regional,
educational, and professional networking events. These are intended to be low-cost opportunities to gain
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high-quality continuing education on topics that emphasize local interests and expertise. This initiative
includes collaborations with several non-profit, educational organizations in regions of North America with
a concentration of tox path professionals.

The first of these events will be collaboration between the STP and the Boston Area Toxicology and
Pharmacology Interest Group (BAPTIG) on February 18, 2011, and will be hosted by Wendell Davis at
Biogen-Idec in Cambridge, Massachusetts. The topics will cover a variety of drug safety and toxicologic
pathology topics and will include a webcast of the keynote presentation by Michael Leach on tissue cross
reactivity studies to all STP members (preregistration required). Please RSVP/Register on-line to attend
the February 18 all-day meeting, and please remember to list both your name and affiliation.

To participate in the live WEBINAR of the Keynote Session (12:15 PM-1:45 PM U.S. Eastern time)
presented by Michael Leach on Tissue Cross-reactivity Studies, please view the WebEx details and
instructions on how to participate. (Participation for this Webinar is limited to STP members.)

Other collaborations are being established with the C.L. Davis Foundation through their Northeast
subdivision headed by Zadok Ruben. These include one day meetings on May 6, 2011, at Novartis in East
Hanover, New Jersey hosted by Oliver Turner and in the Midwest on June 3, 2011, at Covance
Laboratories in Madison, Wisconsin hosted by Brett Saladino. Our collaborations are also extending to
our Southeastern colleagues with a one-day meeting on April 29, 2011, at National Toxicology Program
facility in Raleigh, North Carolina hosted by Mark Hoenerhoff.

The education committee is receptive to sponsoring more of these regional events and welcomes requests
for support from organizations willing to host the meeting.

President’s Report

With the arrival of 2011, we mark 40 years since STP was incorporated as The
Society of Toxicologic Pathologists! We will celebrate this 40th anniversary at the
Annual Symposium in Denver, June 19-23. We hope to you can join us for this
exciting anniversary!

Although many of us across the U.S. are currently battling a “colossal” storm of “epic
proportion,” February tells us that spring must be coming and that is good news for

B most! In this positive vein, I am pleased to report that STP is moving forward on

: many fronts, addressing initiatives set out at the annual meeting last year. This would
not be possible without the dedication and hard work of the STP committees—your
efforts are much appreciated! While we had more volunteers for committees than
places last year, we urge you to continue to respond to the call for volunteers (to be
sent to members later this month).

As you read through this newsletter you will note the many collaborative efforts that STP is pursuing.
Please let us know of any additional collaborations that could strengthen the strategic goals of STP.

The 2011 Annual Symposium program is in excellent shape focusing on Toxicologic Pathology of the
Immune System. Note that one of the CE courses is organized by the American College of Toxicology
(ACT). The first meeting of a special interest group focusing on environmental toxicologic pathology will
be held at this meeting. Please encourage students to attend this meeting to learn more about the field of
toxicologic pathology—free registration and assistance with student housing arrangements should help.
Note the availability of Student Awards!

The SRPC continues to be very active and is working with the Society of Quality Assurance (SQA) in
responding to U.S. FDA's recent request for comments on amending the regulations governing the Good
Laboratory Practices (GLPs), Docket No. FDA-2010-N-0548. The SRPC Biomarker Working Group has
developed a best practices manuscript which will be published soon.

The education based committees have been very active. Initiatives include developing Web-based
educational opportunities and collaborations with several organizations to add new regional meetings. The
Boston Area Toxicology and Pharmacology Group Meeting hosted by Biogen in Boston will be co-
sponsored by the STP. The topic will be tissue cross-reactivity studies. A Webcast of the keynote
presentation by Dr. Michael Leach is being planned! A new collaboration has begun with the C.L. Davis
Foundation with the first Midwest one day meeting to be hosted by Dr. Brett Saladino at Covance
Laboratories, Inc., Madison, Wisconsin. This is scheduled for June 3 and will address the topic of
hepatotoxicity. Professor Debra Laskin from Rutgers University will be the keynote speaker!

The INHAND global collaboration on nomenclature has just published its nomenclature of the liver as a
supplement to Toxicologic Pathology. The CNS nomenclature recommendations will be published next in
Experimental and Toxicologic Pathology (the ESTP journal) and STP will cover the cost of copies for all
STP members. The mammary gland nomenclature manuscript is available for review and comment on
Go-Reni. Information on Web site redesign and a survey from the Communication Task Force will be
coming soon!

Thank you for your continued involvement in moving the STP and toxicologic pathology into the future.
Please make sure you have paid your 2011 dues so that we can continue this journey together. The
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Membership Committee will be following up with those members who have not renewed to determine the

reason for non-renewal.

As always, please feel free to contact me or any of the Executive Committee members if you have any
concerns regarding the direction of STP or if you have any thoughts on the future direction of the

organization.

Wanda Haschek-Hock

2010-2011 STP President

8TP

STP News

Welcome New STP Members

Applicant

Monali Bera

Michelle Cora

Chanran Kumar Ganta

Navjot Singh Gosal

Felix Goulet

Charles H.C. Halsey

Katherine Hammerman

Qingxi Man Kong

Jing Ying Ma

Leslie McPherson

Liliana Raquel Missana

David Rosolia

Piper Treuting

Arnaud Van Wettere

Barbara von Beust

Paula Wehmeyer
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Company Name

Children’s Hospital Boston

National Institute of Environmental Health
Sciences

Kansas State University

Edmonton North Animal Hospital

Charles River Laboratories Preclinical
Services

Colorado State University—Animal Cancer
Center

Pfizer

Tripod Preclinical Research Laboratories Inc.

PRD., L.L.C., Johnson & Johnson

Covance

Tucuman National University

sanofi-aventis, U.S., Inc.

University of Washington

NC State College of Veterinary Medicine

Labor am Zugersee

PW Quality Consulting, LLC
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STP Booth and Sponsorship at SAVMA Meeting

STP will be a sponsor for the 2011 Student American Veterinary Medical Association (SAVMA) Meeting
March 24-26, 2011, in Davis, California and will also share a booth in the Exhibit Hall with ACVP. Mike
Connor will give a talk to introduce veterinary students to toxicologic pathology as a career.

Be sure to come on by and say hello if you will be attending.

STP 2011-2012 Election in Progress

Four candidates are on the ballot for positions on the Executive Committee (EC) for the term that begins
in late June. Candidates for President-elect are Daniel Morton, and Brad Bolon; candidates for one
Councilor position are Pierre Tellier and Shashi Ramaiah.

The President-elect serves for three years on the EC; the first year as President-elect, the second year as
President, and the third year as Past President. Councilors serve four year terms.

The link to the on-line ballot and candidate information was e-mailed to all voting (Full and Honorary)
members in early February. Paper ballots were sent to members without email addresses. The deadline
for receipt of ballots at STP Headquarters is March 31. Election results will be posted on the STP
homepage in early April and published in the Spring Scope newsletter.

Current and Past Executive Committees

Member News

Wrinkled Section columnist and former Scope editor James W. Crissman has published his first novel,
“Root Cause: The Story of a Food Fight Fugitive.” Jim has also authored a 1998 Pudding House
Publications poetry chapbook, “Jailbait in Holy Water.” His short story, “*Wallhangers,” won the 2007 Dirt
Rag literature contest, and he is insufficiently embarrassed to deny that he once won the Julia A. Moore
(bad) Poetry Parody Contest for an epic rhyme-fest, “The Composting of Sam McGee.”

Here’s “Root Cause” in a nutshell: When Bruce Dinkle becomes obsessed with eating only local food, his
zeal badly exceeds his judgment. After alienating his family by enforcing a strict locavore and urban
agriculturist lifestyle, he abandons them by bicycle on a quixotic quest to learn where food comes from.
He quickly becomes enmeshed in a small Michigan farming community where he goes to work for an
industrial scale crop farmer, becomes best friends with a migrant worker, tags along on farm calls with a
sagacious veterinarian, and falls in lust with a randy goat lady—all part of a sprawling cast of characters
who enliven this often hilarious, mix of food, family, sex, and a little violence down on the farm. Think
Michael Pollan meets James Herriot and Carl Hiaasen.

“Root Cause” is available online at Amazon, B&N, and Google Books in hard cover, paper, and eBook
editions—and he plans to bring a big box of them to the June meeting. Early reviews are up on
Amazon.com. For more on “Root Cause” and Jim, visit www.jameswcrissman.com.

We use the Member in the News section to highlight the accomplishments and news about STP members.
If you or another STP member you know have been in the news recently, please contact us with your
news and accomplishments.

Annual Meeting News

STP Tuesday Afternoon Optional Tours
STP will offer two optional tours this year on Tuesday afternoon. Details and pricing are below and
registration is available on-line.
Red Rocks Amphitheatre & Coors Brewery Tour

To begin this tour, we'll travel just outside Denver to Red Rocks,
the world’s only naturally occurring amphitheatre. 300 million
il years old, these dramatic sandstone formations create an absolute

‘At the base of Red Rocks, guests will have the option to exit the
'motorcoach and browse the “0Old West” trading post.

¥ From there, they can either walk or ride to the top of Red Rocks to
¥ the venue’s underground Visitor Center, where they can walk
through an interactive “Who's Who" of legendary musicians who
have played at Red Rocks through the years. Afterward, guests
will be off to Coors Brewery, where America’s finest quality beers have been produced for more than 120
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years. Inspired by the springs of the Clear Creek Valley near Golden, Colorado, Adolph Coors, Sr. founded
this business that not only survived the Depression and Prohibition, but has continued to prosper and
expand through the years. The visit includes a tour through their unique malting, brewing, and packaging
processes and, of course, some beer sampling. You'll see how the refreshing flavor of Coors tastes even
better in the Rocky Mountains!

Cost Per Person: $47.00

Minimum: 35 Guests

Maximum: Based on vehicle availability, no maximum

Duration: 5 hours roundtrip

Time: Leaving at 1:00 PM

Transfer Time: 30 Minutes

Includes: Roundtrip transportation, DSC escort, tour guide, admission, applicable taxes and
gratuities

* If the minimum number of guests do not register for the tour, the tour will be cancelled and
guests will be refunded.

Discover Denver in A Day

Experience two sides of Denver—historic western town and
thriving modern city—all on the same tour! This is a
comprehensive tour of the city of Denver. From downtown, you'll
head east through some of Denver’s loveliest residential areas—
stopping at two of Denver’s more than 200 parks—and get out for
pictures at the Denver Museum of Nature and Science. At this
point, you can view the stunning skyline of Denver and the
mountains beyond—truly the stuff post cards are made of. Then
*you’'ll head past the zoo, the Botanic Gardens, the Governor’s

il residence and into the main part of the city. You'll see Denver’s
amed sports complexes, the hip lower downtown or “LoDo”
district, and up to the Capitol Hill area for a tour of the Colorado
State Capitol building and the Denver Mint. By the end of this tour you will no longer be a stranger to the
Mile High City!

Cost Per Person: $42.00

Minimum: 35 Guests

Maximum: Based on vehicle availability, no maximum

Duration: 3-4 hours roundtrip

Time: Leaving at 1:00 PM

Includes: Roundtrip transportation, tour guide, applicable taxes and gratuities

* If the minimum number of guests do not register for the tour, the tour will be cancelled and
guests will be refunded

Member Organized Outings

Tuesday Free Afternoon Hike or Bike

This will be an informal activity without guide. This means we will be at our own risk and the group will
need to arrange for transportation and food on our own. The hike will be in White Ranch Open Space Park
(see links below); this is a very beautiful park, not that well known, with incredible views. It will be ~1
hour drive to get to the west entrance, through beautiful Golden Gate Canyon. Options would be
picnicking, hiking, mountain biking, or trail running; bikers will need to arrange for a bicycle and a way to
transport it. We would leave as soon as possible after the meeting lets out at noon on Tuesday, so please
plan on a sack lunch + trail snacks and to be dressed in layers, including a waterproof coat. Please plan
on and be prepared for the following: you MUST carry LOTS of water (this is crucial), the park’s elevation
ranges 7000-8000 feet (= oxygen deficient + can be cold especially after sunset), some trails are quite
steep and rocky, and wildlife encounters are likely and can include mule deer, elk, bears, rattlesnakes,
and mountain lions so appropriate caution/preparation is needed. The links below have elevation profiles
and park maps. If necessary we can plan on splitting into groups based on activity/difficulty levels.

s www.co.jefferson.co.us/openspace/openspace_T56_R57.htm
e bigdaddymaps.com/whiteranchparkdownloads.htm

For anyone interested please contact Lydia Andrews-Jones.
Whitewater Rafting

Clear Creek, located along I-70 about 45 minutes’ drive west of Denver, has some of the country’s best
whitewater rafting. The water should be running high in late June, which will make the rafting especially
exciting. On Tuesday afternoon, June 21, there will be a rafting trip with Liquid Descent, located along I-
70 near Idaho Springs, Colorado (2195 E Idaho Springs Road, Idaho Springs, Colorado 80452, (970) 372-
2870, contact@liquiddescent.com) There are 3 levels of trips available, beginner (which is actually pretty
wild in June!), intermediate, and advanced (truly advanced). Liquid Descent recommends that we all take
the intermediate trip to facilitate transportation, but they can still make it work if people want to do
different trips. Each trip is several hours long. The rafts are guided by highly experienced, professional
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guides and instruction will be provided. All necessary gear except swimsuits is provided—personal
flotation device, wet suit, booties, helmet, and paddle. The cost is normally $40 for the beginner trip, $50
for the intermediate, and $60 for the advanced, but the company will provide a 20% group discount if you
mention STP when making the reservation. Depending on how many people sign up, we are working on
getting group transportation from the meeting hotel in Denver. This is an informal trip, so please make
your own reservations with Liquid Descent. For further information, contact Glenn Cantor, (609) 818-
4115.

Free Sessions for Attendees

NTP Satellite Symposium

9:00 AM-4:30 PM

Pathology Potpourri

(Free Event; registration required)

Chair: Susan A. EImore, MS, DVM, DACVP, National Institute of Environmental Health Sciences,
Research Triangle Park, NC

The NTP Satellite Symposium, entitled Pathology Potpourri, in advance of the symposium will focus on the
customary presentations of challenging lesions but will also include a presentation on proposed INHAND
lymphoid nomenclature.

This interactive symposium on interpreting pathology slides is sponsored by NTP and has become a
popular pre-meeting event for attendees. While it is free, registration is required due to space limitations.

The object of this interactive symposium is to provide continuing education on interpreting pathology
slides, to generate lively and productive conversation, and to have a good time. During each talk, the
speakers will project a series of images of lesions on one screen with a choice of diagnoses/answers on a
separate screen. The members of the audience with wireless keypads will then vote and the voting
results will be displayed on the screen. After each voting session, time is allowed for discussion

Career Development Workshop

Sunday, June 19, 2011

8:00 AM-12:00 NOON

Leaving the Rat Race: Consulting as a Career Choice in Toxicologic Pathology
(Free Event, registration required)

Co-Sponsors: Toxicologic Pathologists in Consulting (TOPIC) Interest Group, the STP Education
Committee, and the STP Career Development and Outreach Committee (CDOC)

Co-Chairs: JoAnn Schuh, DVM, PhD, DACVP, DABT, Applied Veterinary Pathobiology, Bainbridge Island,
WA, Brad Bolon, DVM, MS, PhD, DACVP, GEMpath, Inc., Longmont, CO (TOPIC), Kevin Keane, DVM,
PhD, Huntingdon Life Sciences, East Millstone, NJ (Education Committee), Mike Conner, DVM, DACVP,
Theravance, Inc., South San Francisco, CA, and Larry Fisher, DVM, PhD, DACVP, Cicero, IN (CDOC)

Advisor: Jon Werner, DVM, PhD, DACVP, Amgen, Thousand Oaks, CA (Web-Based Education Task
Force)

So, you've been laid off! Or, maybe you just retired but still want to keep the cash flowing. Maybe all
those mindless meetings are starting to get to you. Perhaps you are seeking new ways to use your
special knowledge and skills. Even in this tight economy, becoming a full-time or part-time consultant in
toxicologic pathology might provide you with an exciting and viable new career path. But, do you know
what it takes, and do you have what it takes to successfully operate as a consultant? This workshop, led
by long-time consultants with experience in anatomic and/or clinical pathology as well as management of
preclinical programs, will help you answer these questions. Partially based on the compiled results of a
questionnaire recently completed by members of TOPIC, this workshop will provide a practical approach
for successfully planning, starting, and maintaining a consulting career. A panel discussion will allow the
audience to interact further with consultant colleagues to gain the most benefit from their tips, tricks,
troubles, and triumphs.

Career Development Lunchtime Series
Monday, June 20

Professional Networking Using New Technologies
(Free Event; Registration Required)

Presented by the STP Career Development and Outreach Committee, Education Committee, and Internet
Committee

Panelists and audience members will discuss the use of new technologies for professional networking.
Topics will include the following:

1. STP Web Site Technology—using the new STP collaboration tool, ToxPathNet

2. Common interest groups for discussions and publicity for events/topics of interest

3. Committee work and business of STP

4. Access to resources, previous Career Development/Continuing Education Workshop presentations
5. Much, much more...
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6. LinkedIn and Other Professional Networks
Panelists will include Dr. Brad Bolon, Dr. Alric Lopez, Dr. Ken Schafer, and Mr. Terry Leyden.

Town Hall Meeting

The 2011 Town Hall Meeting will be held on Monday, June 20 from 5:30 PM-6:30 PM. The topic will be,
Reversibility in Toxicity Studies.

Abstract Deadline Extended to April 1

The Society of Toxicologic Pathology is pleased to invite pathologists, residents, and students to submit
abstracts for poster presentation at the 30th Annual Symposium of STP. Abstracts may be submitted on-
line through April 1, 2011. Contents of the poster presentations should pertain in some way to the field of
toxicologic pathology but are not limited to “classic” toxicity studies/issues technologies. Naturally
occurring toxicities (including poisonous plants), in any species as well as spontaneous and infectious
diseases of species used in toxicity studies are welcome as are mechanistic in vitro and molecularly-
oriented studies. Studies in alternative species such as fish are also encouraged.

Exhibit Booth Space Still Available in Denver
Exhibit Booth sales for the 30th Annual Symposium and 40th Anniversary of STP are going strong! Booth
spaces can still be reserved in the Exhibit Hall, which in addition to showcasing products and services
relating to Toxicologic pathology, will be the location for the Welcome Reception anda Monday Lunch for
all attendees. NEW this year is the expanded Exhibit Hall design which will feature several premium
booth locations in the foyer areas, between the session rooms and the exhibit hall. These booths are in a

high traffic area and will go quickly, so be sure to reserve your spot as early as possible! Visit the STP
2011 Annual Meeting Web site today or contact Maureen Kettering to reserve a space.

An exhibitor-sponsored buffet luncheon in the Exhibit Hall will again be offered for all attendees on
Monday, June 21. This was a huge success in Chicago! Continental breakfasts, and refreshment breaks
throughout the week will be held in the hall. The popular Internet Café, where attendees can check e-mail
during exhibit hours, will be provided again this year. Scientific poster sessions will also be held Sunday
evening through Wednesday in the Exhibit Hall.

Please visit the STP Annual Meeting Web site or contact Maureen Kettering if your company would like
more information about exhibit space or sponsorship opportunities in Denver.

STP Student Registration Fee Waived for Denver Meeting

In an effort to make the annual symposium and the Society more accessible to students, registration fees
for STP student members will be waived for the 30th Annual Symposium to be held June 19-23.

Non-member students who apply by March 15 for STP student membership ($30 annual dues) and are
approved, can also register for free.

Half-day Continuing Education Courses are offered at the discounted fee of $50 each for all students.
Register on-line now.

Student Room Sharing Available

If you are a student and you are interested in sharing a hotel room with another student at the STP 2011
meeting in Denver, please visit the Annual Meeting Web site for more information.

Student Awards

STP Student Travel Awards

Student Travel Awards are available to Graduate Students for participation in the Annual Symposium of
the Society of Toxicologic Pathology. Each of the ten students who are chosen will receive a $1000
stipend to defray travel, and lodging costs associated with attending the convention, complimentary
meeting registration, and complimentary student membership (for the following year). Recipients will be
honored at an Awards Ceremony prior to the Annual Business Meeting on Wednesday.

Submit Abstracts by Aprill, 2011 On-Line

Submit an abstract on-line (should be limited to 250 words) describing your original work involving
clinical or experimental research that relates to experimental or toxicologic pathology.

Student Travel Award Flyer and Application a
Poster Guidelines &

STP Young Investigator Awards
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Young Investigator Awards (1st, $500; 2nd $250; 3rd, $100) are also presented at the STP meeting for
the top three student poster abstracts. When you submit an abstract on-line, please check the appropriate
box to indicate your interest in applying for the Young Investigator Award. Applicants will receive
instructions about the selection process and poster judging times via e-mail in April.

The Charles Capen Travel Award

The Charles Capen Travel Award recognizes Dr. Charles Capen and his legacy as a researcher, teacher,
and mentor to the pathology and toxicology communities spanning more than four decades. Dr. Capen
was recognized worldwide as an exceptional leader in veterinary and biomedical research. He was a
highly regarded mentor to graduate students and postdoctoral scientists. His students and trainees are
now leaders throughout academia, government, and industry and have contributed significantly to his
reputation as an outstanding teacher and research mentor.

The International Academy of Toxicologic Pathology funds an award in the amount of $750 USD which can
be used by the successful applicant for travel or registration costs to attend a conference of a Society of
Toxicologic Pathology or related meeting.

The successful applicant will have demonstrated achievements in the field of toxicologic pathology
including but not limited to:

1. Research contributing to public safety as it relates to the adverse health effects of xenobiotics;
2. Establishing test methods and standards that enhance the field of toxicologic pathology; and/or
3. Developing new or novel uses of toxicologic pathology in safety research.

IATP was established in 1999. Its purpose is to recognize and accredit toxicologic pathologists whose work
affects the public welfare throughout the world. Fellows of IATP are scientists who have achieved expert
status in the practice of toxicologic pathology through scientific leadership and innovation which benefits
society and their profession.

Accreditation in IATP is based on formal training in pathology, demonstrated achievement, proven ability,
continuing practice and expertise.

Agencies, universities and other organizations regularly seek out IATP Fellows to serve as guest lecturers,
panel experts, and consultants.

For more information on IATP please visit our Web site.

2011 ACVP/STP Student Speaker Award

We would like to congratulate, M.P. Goravanahally, West Virginia
University/National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health,
on winning the 2011 ACVP/STP Student Speaker Award. The Fifth
Annual STP Student Speaker Award competition occurred at the
concurrent meetings of the ACVP and ASVCP held in Baltimore,
Maryland, October 30-November 3, 2010. The oral presentations
were evaluated by a panel of judges composed of members of
the Society of Toxicology Pathology and American College of
Veterinary Pathology. In addition to the valuable experience
gained by presenting at an national scientific meeting, the winner
of the fourth annual STP Student Speaker Award competition will
receive registration to the June 19-23, 2011, STP Annual
Symposium to be held in Denver, Colorado, plus a $1,000 cash
award to be used for lodging and travel.

Committee News

Environmental Toxicologic Pathology Interest Group Organizational
Meeting

An organizational meeting will be held during the June STP Annual Meeting in Denver (June 19-23) for
STP members who are interested in Environmental Toxicologic Pathology. If you would like to participate,
please contact Doug Wolf to receive further meeting details.

Wrinkled Section

Social Toxicity Is Dose, Too
Submitted by James W. Crissman

Years of training in our broad field of intersecting sciences give us special ways
of seeing the world. I mentioned this to my son the mathematician—the way I

visualize the earth as a mixed colony on a Petri dish, with humans overgrowing
everything—and he responded that he sees the world in mathematical patterns.
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Economists observe humans singly and collectively as we chase rewards for our
behaviors. Like other social scientists, they can rarely assemble decent control
groups, so data interpretation is often contentious and swayed by ideology,
even when the significance of results appears common-sensical. Poets interpret
and juxtapose images in language carefully chosen to elicit a feeling—an almost
entirely right-brained exercise. We are less concerned with objective
correctness than communicating perceptions, details at the heart of everything
from love and death to birds at backyard feeders. Like beer goggles, our
education and experience affect how we analyze and react to everything.

As toxicologic veterinary pathologists, we appreciate that there is biology
driving everything from frog die-offs, to teenage mood swings, to the disaster
of over-population, to the seven-year-itch. We have at least some sense of what might be changed, and
what is written in stone—or in DNA. The central tenet of toxicology, that toxicity is dose, also seems
broadly applicable to world we live in, even on the social level.

It's relatively straightforward to experimentally determine the toxic dose of, say, dimethylchickenwire in
a rat; and, similarly, the dose necessary to avoid symptoms of its deficiency. We are lucky to work in a
scientific field where near perfect control groups make interpretation of our results relatively
straightforward. But ask a thoughtful rocket scientist what really constitutes a “hard” science, and she’'ll
tell you it’s the social sciences.

So how do we determine the toxic dose of inciting words or provocative behaviors? And when does
prudent caution become wasteful procrastination? When does spirited debate become mean spirited, an
altercation escalate into war? When does religion cease to be a force for order and morality, and become
an irrational excuse for hatefulness, bigotry, and violence? When does healthy skepticism evolve to
cynicism, and cynicism mutate to conspiracy theory? When do white lies become gray, and then turn
black? What is the toxic level of firearms in society? And what is the maximum tolerable capacity for an
ammo clip to be sold to anyone, even a crazy man, for a semi-automatic handgun designed only for the
purpose of killing people efficiently? Thirty seems high.

We humans have great capacity both for good and evil—we are more like chimpanzees than bonobos in
our capacity to harm each other. The frequency of violence, from inside our homes to the perpetual state
of war we find ourselves in, tells me that as a species we lack an adequate dose of intelligence and
altruism to overcome our natural aggression and live in peace and harmony. Oil and coal production have
peaked, competition for all resources is growing, the earth is getting hotter, and crop failures are
increasing. The Tunisian and Egyptian uprisings were at least partly fueled by rapidly rising food prices.
This will not get easier. It is past time to turn down the rhetoric and focus on solutions.

This is an article submitted to SCOPE and the views expressed in this article are those of the authors and do not
necessarily represent the views of the Society of Toxicologic Pathology.

Member Spotlight

An Interview with Dr. Gebre Mesfin
By Bindhu Michael

Where do you work and what are your main job
responsibilities?

I have been working for Merck Research Laboratories (MRL)
at West Point PA for the last 7 years. My main job
responsibilities include: pathologic evaluation of lead
finding, dose setting, biomarker, mechanistic, and GLP-
regulated safety studies up to and including carcinogenesis
studies; mentoring younger less experienced pathologists in
over all context of preclinical pathologic findings in human
risk assessment; internal consultant for challenging
pathologic issues to colleagues in pathology, toxicology,
basic research, and pathology management most
consistently with issues related to cardiovascular pathology.
As a representative of Merck Research Laboratory (Safety
Assessment) to the Vascular Injury Working Group of the Predictive and Safety Testing Consortium
(PSTC), I continue to contribute in compound selection, study design, and assisting in interpretation of
vascular biomarker studies conducted by the PSTC member companies.

How did your career evolve to this? Is it perfect?

My career in pathology evolved to the point it is now smoothly once it got through its initial bumpy track.
The start—veterinary career and ultimately pathology—went through a shaky start for a number of
reasons including my plan to pursue a career in human medicine rather than veterinary medicine. Plan
was revised partly because of a robust merit-based scholarship through out my training starting with my
2 years pre-vet and continuing through veterinary and graduate schools. The intent was to train me
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adequately and become one of the pioneering staff at the then soon to be opened first Veterinary School
in Ethiopia. After completion of my PhD in pathology, I began my career in U.S. starting first with a 2
year stint in academia at the University of Illinois that transited to a career in the pharmaceutical
industry at the Upjohn Co. It was not easy to leave University of Illinois as I enjoyed the academic
environment but did so with good memories and a certain sense of pride; two of the pathology graduate
students I participated in training have become renounced professors/authors/researchers. At Upjohn, I
was given the opportunity to conduct applied research and publish my collaborative work especially in the
mechanisms of drug-induced toxicity. I am still very passionate about Pathology after I have been at it
for over 30 years, long service that motivates my older (“seasoned”) colleagues to ask me when I plan to
retire. My response to such questions is it will be when I have no more fun with Pathology.

Is the evolution perfect?

Yes it has been especially after I dealt with a sense of guilt I felt for a long time for not contributing
enough to the veterinary profession especially pathology in Ethiopia, to the people I owe much and where
my skill would have had more impact than at any where else. The reason why this did and is not
happening has its own complex story. I have become more pragmatic about things and accept that
“perfection” in an imperfect world is some thing to aspire for.

What are your primary pathology investigative/specialty interests?

I love pathology with its deductive reasoning that provides the skill required to put the pieces together
using science laced with some “art.” My interest in diagnostic pathology had evolved in to the
pathogenesis and mechanism of drug-induced toxicity where I had the good fortune of being in the right
place (Upjohn Co.) at the right time (the 80s and early 90s,). I had full support to independently conduct
follow up and mechanistic studies that resulted in peer reviewed publications on a variety of subjects
most notably on drug-induced vascular injury. I was able to integrate my primary responsibility of
supporting development work and safety representative in a number of drug candidates, 5 of which made
it to market. I was fortunate to have been able to publish over 40 peer-reviewed manuscripts, co-author
2 book chapters, obtain a patent, and travel through out the world (Europe, North America, South
America, Africa, Asia, and Australia) to present papers at international and national professional meetings
and/or to answer preclinical safety issues to Regulatory Agencies. Yes, these efforts required investing
long hours and looking back, it was worth it.

What aspect(s) in your current position (or career for that matter) you find most rewarding?

The time I spend on the microscope, the time I interact/consult with colleagues in safety assessment,
especially with younger pathologists under the guise of mentoring, and the limited time I spend attending
meetings are all rewarding. My current position where I get involved in evaluating carcinogenesis studies
as primary or peer review pathologist has been joyfully rewarding as it had strengthened my limited
experience in such studies. I find the "mentoring” interactions with younger pathologists (who are smarter
than I) most rewarding because it becomes a two way learning process after these colleagues gain some
confidence. Mentoring eventually plateaus, but I get encouraged by the edge I have over my younger
smarter colleagues by my life-long acquired “wisdom.” I have convinced myself that if I have to make a
choice, I rather be “wise” as compared to “smart,” a strategy based on survival instinct!

Where did you receive your veterinary and pathology training?

Idid my 2 year pre-vet/med training at Haile Sellassie (now Addis Abeba) University in Ethiopia, my
veterinary degree at the University of Nairobi in Kenya, and my veterinary pathology at the University of
Saskatchewan in Canada.

Do any aspects of your pathology training seem uniquely suited for your current career?

My strong didactic training with a heavy diagnostic service at the University of Saskatchewan and later at
the University of Illinois, the research exercise in obtaining a PhD, and the process of preparing for the
ACVP all have provided me the necessary tools and skill in diagnostic pathology and applied (mechanistic)
research that I believe have prepared me well for my career. The organizational structure of safety
assessment at the Upjohn Co. where pathologists served as “General Toxicologists,” Pathologists, Study
Directors, and Safety Representative to project teams with involvement of a drug candidate from lead
selection to registration and my involvement in elucidating mechanisms of toxicity gave me a broader
perspective of toxicologic pathology/safety assessment. It is because of these personal positive
experiences that I strongly encourage younger pathologists in the pharmaceutical industry to get involved
with the whole spectrum of drug development processes as soon as the necessary training/expertise is
acquired in toxicologic pathology.

Where might you see the field of toxicologic pathology headed in the next 5 to 10 years?

I am not good in prediction, certainly not over such a long time. However, I expect toxicologic pathology
to continue to be tethered to the microscope in the foreseeable future. With advances in technology,
some level of automation may be inevitable but the pathologist’s finishing touch, one way or the other,
would be inescapable. I suspect the trend towards out-sourcing studies to places where cost of business
would be less costly is likely to continue and I expect out-sourcee countries will work hard to successfully
comply with regulatory requirements. This will have implications on jobs based in countries like the U.S.
As we move forward, pathologists in research-based pharmaceutical industry will be well served to
acquire additional skills more than the evaluation of slides.
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What or who “"sparked” your interest in pathology?

“Sparking” in my career as a pathologist occurred in a reverse order. I actually was not sure about what
path I would follow during and after completing my veterinary medical training. Lots of pathologists
through out my career starting from my training days in Saskatchewan and throughout my career to date
have influenced and enriched my career in Pathology. Thinking way back as to who/what “sparked” my
interest in pathology, it was the Ethiopian oxen, a cow. After I completed my veterinary training, I was
assigned a supervisory role covering 2 north-western provinces in Ethiopia. My main job was to hop on to
the passenger side of a land rover and be driven miles in rough terrain supervising vaccination against
rinderpset, a devastating cattle disease/plague that is currently eradicated from Ethiopia.

During these trips, once in a while I did encounter oxen whose cause of death I would have no clue
through my rudimentary necropsy. It is during one of these encounters, I decided to be a pathologist.
Looking back, I sure have come a long way for a pathologist whose interest was “sparked” by a cow, a
dead cow!

What are some of the hardships you’ve had to endure along the way, some of the obstacles you‘ve
had to overcome?

In general, I have been a very blessed with a good fortune as I have nothing I consider were
hardships/obstacles during my career development. Yes, I have some difficulties and challenges that I
had to deal with such as giving up of my initial plan to be a physician, making ends meet with scholarship
allowance in Canada (especially after the “good life” in a country with only 11 national vets then),
struggling with the Canadian winter, leaving academia, and finally moving from the mid west to the east
coast. All these challenges (the hardest being enduring the Canadian winter) turned out for good at the
end. These challenges were made bearable by my good fortune of being around exceptionally good
people at every point in my career who went out their ways to provide me with the necessary help that
culminated in sustained good friendships. I have intentionally avoided specific names because the list will
be too long and I am sure all the professionals I infer to in Ethiopia who opened the door for me and
thereafter in Canada, Illinois, Michigan, and Pennsylvania who enriched my carrier (except the nameless
cow) know who they are. I do consider myself a survivor to have made it through 4 (very long)
Saskatchewan winters with acceptable (from my perspective) sanity!

Any advice or tips to other pathologists?

Please acknowledge, accept, cherish, and enrich our profession in any way you can by deeds and
example; it is a noble profession I have exceedingly proud to be a part of.

Your formula to balance work and life?

I have no formula in this department; I left that part to my wife. I worked very hard in my younger days
to make up for my inefficiency and meet my professional goal of making a contribution however modest
it might have been.

What do you see yourself doing when you retire?

I would like to have pathology in my life albeit in a limited manner. I plan to do volunteer mentoring and
advising graduate students at the vet and medical schools in Ethiopia (in some way paying the moral debt
I owe). I also plan to put more time and effort into the functions of a voluntary Charitable Organization
(Partners for Rural Improvement and Development in Ethiopia (PRIDE) involved in school building and
improvement, providing clean water, and health services in Ethiopia.

Before: Students sitting on inconvenient/ After: Convenient and comfortable
uncomfortable benches (stools) student desks

Tells us about your family.

I am a very blessed man with family from my child hood (parents who believed in education, hard work,
and practical kindness) and my wife, Zellie, who has been and continues to be a pillar of our 4-member
family. She devoted herself to the family including sacrificing her own career (with 2 bachelors and 1

masters degree) to nurture our 2 superb daughters, the older (Missale)—a Board Certified Dermatologist
who is completing a 2 year fellowship in Cutaneous Surgery and Oncology at the University of Michigan,
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Ann Arbor and the younger (Mahlet) with a bachelors in Chemical Engineering and a Masters in
Biomedical engineering both from the University of Michigan, Ann Arbor and who is currently trying to
wrap up her PhD in bioengineering at the University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia. Our children’s success
is a living testament that my wife took care of the "“life part” of the balance in our family. One of the
ways I continue to be reminded of her central role in our family is by her rhetorical question—"you went
to work dressed like this?”. I indeed was/am the most difficult one in the family. My daughters and I can
not thank Zellie enough for the personal sacrifices she made to help us be who have become.

What pets do you have?
None as I am allergic to all fur-bearing creatures.
Tell us about your hobbies and other interests.

This is where things get dicer! My work has been my hobby! Lately, I have given serious thoughts to this
matter for obvious reasons and have gotten in to golfing. My primary interest in it was because of the
incentive it would give me to walk, something I very much enjoy, after I gave up running. The walking
aspect has turned out to be far more than what I have bargained for. I meander from one side of the
fairway to the other trying to find my golf balls that have decided to take their own course and in most
cases not to be found. In Pennsylvania, there is very low chance of retrieving golf balls because they
would be in lush vegetation in the summer, amongst leaves in the fall, and covered by snow in the
winter. At the end it is all worth it—walking in the lush green field on a beautiful day and most
importantly, I now can say that I have a hobby (with the details kept to myself).

We have heard about your interest in golfing. Yes, I have recently been dabbling in it but there is nothing
yet to talk about it in terms of accomplishment or a sense of pride. In very short time, I have realized
that golf is one of the 2 activities one can enjoy without being good at it as long as expectations are kept
in perspective. It is an amazingly deceptive sport (if I can dare to call it a sport from my perspective).

I cannot stop wondering why on earth golf is so difficult; the club has a wide contact surface, the ball is
not that small, and at least at the beginning it is placed at a spot chosen by the swinger. I say go figure it
out!

Of late, I have become very passionate about my involvement with a Voluntary Organization PRIDE-
Ethiopia, a U.S.-based charity organization committed to building/improving schools and providing clean
water and health services in a remote and neglected region in north-central Ethiopia. PRIDE-Ethiopia is an
all voluntary small charitable organization with limited resources and tangible and gratifying results
(images). The effort at times feels daunting as the organization operates in a non accessible region where
there is no electricity and roads and in an environment where people are not in a position to think about
long term (justifiably) when they have to deal with daily struggles. We will continue to give it our best
shot with assistance from individuals and companies like Merck and Pfizer who in the past have provided
support through employee matching donations.

i
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Before: Fetching water (awkward) After: Convenient delivery of clean
from an open uncapped well healthy spring water from a capped well

Just for fun: Is there something you would like to mention to the member community that they
would be surprised to know about you?

I have nothing surprising to tell. My life from the plateau of Ethiopia, through the plains of Saskatchewan
ending in the rolling hills of Pennsylvania might be interesting but certainly not surprising. One point
about me that may amuse fellow members is my overt sensitivity at times to my own detriment. Let me
cite an example where my sensitivity merged with foolishness. I was offered 2 jobs in the U.S. (at 2
universities and one CRO after I completed my PhD in Canada). I interviewed at one of the Universities
(that I accepted) and at a CRO (that I declined the offer). I wrote a nice thank you letter for offering me
the job to the hiring human resources person at the CRO and returned the check the Company sent me for
the airfare and hotel expenses for the interview. I told the manager that it would not be appropriate for
me to accept the money since the Company has offered me a job and I chose not to accept it. Guess
what? I never heard from the Company and now I smile about it. This I did when I was really very poor
with no money to spare but felt and still feel I did the right thing at the time not realizing that I had
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pushed my sensitivity to absurdity. I continue to act foolishly, to some extent unapologetically in the
sensitivity department!

This views expressed in this article are those of the interviewee and do not necessarily represent the views of the
Society of Toxicologic Pathology.
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